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FOREWORD 

The  present  volume  augments  my  recent 
Companion  to  Thoreau's  Correspondence  and 
is  made  possible  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Clifton  Waller  Barrett  Library  of  the 
University  of  Virginia  Library,  the  Pier- 
pont  Morgan  Library,  and  the  Henry  W.  and 
Albert  A.  Berg  Collection  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library.   I  attempted  unsuccessful- 
ly to  secure  and  edit  herein  several  still- 
unpublished  letters,  needed  to  complete 
the  epistolary  picture  of  H.  D.  T.   Perhaps, 
a  little  later,  they  may  be  made  available 
to  scholars — in  time  to  influence  major 
forthcoming  studies. 

K  •  W .  C  • 

September,  1965. 


OVER  THOREAU'S  DESK 


[1838,  May  28.   Thoreau,  in  Concord,  to  Henry  Vose,  at  Butternuts,  N.Y.   For  the 
background  of  Henry's  correspondence  with  Vose,  see  my  "Thoreau 's  Three  Months 
out  of  Harvard  and  his  First  Publication"   (E  S  Q,  no.  5,  pp.  2-12).   Both  Thor- 
eau and  Vose  admired  Albert  Hobert  Nelson  (Harvard  1832),  formerly  a  student  in 
the  Concord  Academy  and  an  aspiring  politician,  whose  life  appears  in  Memoirs 
of... the  Social  Circle  in  Concord.   (See  my  Companion  to  Thoreau 's  Correspon- 
dence ,  pp . 13 , 18. ) See  also  my  "Memorabilia  of  Thoreau' s  Concord  Academy 
Friends"  ( E  S  Q_ ,  no.  11,  pp.  24-48)  and  "Harvard  Records  of  Thoreau's  Closest 
Friends"  (£  S  Q,  no.  10,  pp.  47-48).   The  present  letter  is  in  the  Clifton  Wal- 
ler Barrett  Library  of  the  University  of  Virginia  Library  and  is  edited  here 
with  permission.] 


Concord  May  28 


th 


1838. 


Dear  Vose, 

Concluding  that  you  still  live  in,  or  upon,  But- 
ternuts, I  venture  to  direct  to  you,  accordingly,  a  purely 
business  letter,  which,  you  must  know,  is  the  only  species 
of  letter  writing  I  have  at  all  affected  for  the  past  winter. 
I  have  just  returned  from  a  tour  to  the  Eastward — Old  Town — 
Bangor,  etc.  etc. — whither  I  had  gone  in  search  of  the  where- 
abouts to  establish  myself  as  a  furtherer  of  the  liberal  arts 
and  sciences, — but  unfortunately  discovered  too  late  that  I 
was  just  one  month  behindhand,  or  three  months  too  early.   If 
I  remember  aright  you  are  to  commence  your  studies  in  the 
fall;  and  will  accordingly  then  vacate  the  situation  you  at 
present  occupy.   If  this  be  the  case,  and  the  gentleman  you 
are  with,  wishes  to  employ  a  private  tutor  another  year, 
will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  mention  my  name  to  him,  and  as 
soon  as  may  be,  inform  me  of  his  intentions? 

I  have  passed  my  winter  and  spring  very  agreeably  in  old 
Concord,  devoting  myself,  for  the  most  part,  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  general  literature.   Hoping  that  you  have  been  and 
are  still  situated  to  your  mind,  I  remain 

Your  friend  and  classmate 

Henry  D.  Thoreau. 

Po.   The  Whigs  have  not  succeeded  in  electing  A.  H.  Nelson, 
county  treasurer,  this  season,  though  they  probably  will 
another.   Please  inform  me  just  how  you  are  situated — in  an 
official  and  social  respect. 


/ 


V'    K'6    J 


&*0/*- 


W       /i  \    & 


^^^T    St?&fr 
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[1843,  May  11.   Thoreau,  in  Castleton,  Staten  Island,  to  Cyntnia  Thoreau,  in  Con- 
cord.  The  Editors  of  the  Correspondence  (pp.  98-100)  did  not  have  access  to  the 
original  manuscript,  now  in  the  Clifton  Waller  Barrett  Library  of  the  University 
of  Virginia  Library  and  edited  here  with  permission.   Thoreau  arrived  on  Staten 
Island  on  Sunday  morning,  May  7,  and  did  not  write  until  the  following  Thursday. 
I  give  hereafter  a  contemporary  view  of  the  Narrows  as  he  must  have  seen  it 
from  the  hill  behind  William  Emerson's  house.   The  Grimes'  or  Grymes'  Hill  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  rose  from  the  Richmond  Road  back  of  Stapleton.   (See  Ira 
K.  Morris,  Morris's  Memorial  History  of  Staten  Island.  (2  vols.)  N.Y.,  c   1898- 
1900,  I,  375.)  The  following  account  of  it  appears  in  Charles  W.  Leng  and  Wil- 
liam T.  Davis,  Staten  Island  and  its  People:  A  History  1609-1929.  (5  vols.), 
N.Y.,  1930-1933,  II,  902:   "Grymes'  Hill  commemorates  Madame  Suzette  Grymes, 
wife  of  John  Randolph  Grymes  of  New  Orleans.   She  was  of  Spanish  descent,  her 
maiden  name  being  Bosque;  she  was  the  widow  of  Governor  Claiborne  of  Louisiana 
when  she  married  Mr.  Grymes.   Her  first  purchases  on  Staten  Island  were  made  in 
1858;  they  were  enlarged  in  1859  and  in  1846,  and  the  entire  property  called 
Capo  di  Monte.   In  1858  she  sold  her  house  to  William  Butler  Duncan  who  sold  it 
to  George  H.  Kendall  in  1896.  Madame  Grymes  was  a  strong,  masculine  woman, 
long  remembered  on  Staten  Island  for  her  Christmas  liberality."   She  had  a  son, 
Alfred  Grymes. 

Because  it  is  not  easily  accessible,  I  here  reprint  Max  Cosman's  "Thoreau  on 
Staten  Island"  from  The  Staten  Island  Historian.  VI,  no.  1,  pp.  1-2,  7-8   (Jan.- 
March,  1943): 


TIIOREA3J  AND 
STATEN  ISLANB 

By  Max  Cosman 

(Samuel  J.  Tilden  High  School, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.) 

On  March  5,  1843,  Ralph  Waldo  Emer- 
son was  resting  at  the  house  of  his  brother 
William.  The  place  was  a  snug  affair 
on  Richmond  Road  near  its  junction  with 
the  Clove  Road.*  Among  the  various 
things  the  brothers  discussed  was  that 
problem  so  characteristic  of  cultured  New 
Englanders  of  the  time  —  the  schooling 
of  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Emerson,  perhaps  nostalgic  over  the  edu- 


cational advantages  of  Concord,  not  to 
speak  of  Boston,  when  compared  with 
those  of  Staten  Island,  were  particularly 
concerned  about  the  training  of  their  sons 
William,  Charles  and  Haven.  "The 
parents,"  as  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  in- 
formed his  wife  Lidian,  "seem  bent  on 
securing  for  all  three  'the  essentials'  ".  .  . 
the  best  education."  (1) 

Charley,  being  an  infant, 
was  not  beyond  nursery 
facilities;  Haven,  all  of 
three  years,  was  ■  not  of 
course  a  pressing  ease;  but 
Willie— why  Willie  would 
do  very  well  if  his  uncle's 
suggestion      could'    work  . 


*  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  was 
a  frequent  visitor  at  his  broth- 
er's home  on  the  present 
"Emerson  Hill"  and  did  a 
considerable  amount  of  his 
writing  there.  It  was  the 
Emersons  and  Thoreau  who 
bestowed  the  name  of  Concord 
upon  the  surrounding  locality. 
William  Emerson  resided  on 
Staten  Island  1837  to  186  J 
and  was  County  Judge  of 
Richmond  County,  1841-1S4-4. 
"The  Snuggery",  the  house 
occupied  by  Judge  Emerson  at 
the  time  of  Thoreau's  sojourn 
on  the  Island,  which  stood  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  near  the 
Richmond  Road,  was  burned 
in  1855.  The  larger  Emerson 
house,  still  standing,  was  built 


JQ|£ 


HOW   IT   LOOKED   IN    1838 


F'»Vi'c  <>/  t/ir  Marrows,  by  W.  E.  Bartlntt 


f. •-.?•--: --S 


J/ie  Narrows  Fortifications,  c.  1850 


out.  What  it  was  can  be  seen  in  the  next 
step  of  its  completion.  A  week  later 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  was  home  again 
at  Concord  and  writing  to  William  as  fol- 
lows: 

"I  have  to  say  that  Henry  Thoreau 
listens  very  willingly  to  your  proposi- 
tion he  thinks  it  exactly  fit  tor  him 
&  he  rarely  finds  offers  that  do  fit 
him.  He  says  that  it  is  such  a  relation 
as  he  wishes  to  sustain,  to  be  the  friend 
&  educator  of  a  boy,  &  one  not  yet 
subdued  by  schoolmasters.  I  have  told 
him  that  you  wish  to  put  the  boy  &  not 
his  grammar  &  geography  under  good 
&  active  influence  that  you  wish  him 
to  go  to  the  woods  &  to  go  to  the  city 
with  him  &  do  all  he  can  for  him  — 
This  he  understands  &  likes  well  & 
proposes  to   accept 

'1  have  told  him  that  you  will  give 
him  board,  lodging  (washing?)  a  room 
by  himself  to  study  in,  when  not  en- 
gaged with  Willie,  with  fire  when  the 
season  requires,  and  a  hundred  dollars 
a  year.     He  says,  it  is  an  object  with 
him  to  earn  some  money  beyond  his 
expenses,  which  he  supposes  the  above 
named  terms  will  about  cover,  and  that 
his  health  now  will  not  allow  him  to 
stipulate   for   any   manual    labor:     he 
therefore  wishes  to  know  if  there  is  any 
clerical  labor  from  your  office  or  from 
any  other  office,  known  to  you  —  which 
he  can  add  to  his  means  of  support. 
He  is  sure  that  his  handwriting  is  not 
so   careless,   but   that  he  can  make  it 
legible  for  such  work.     He  would  like 
to  know  if  there  be  such  employment 
attainable,  pending  the  time  when  he 
shall  procure  for  himself  literary  labor 
from  rome  quarter  in  New  York."  (2) 
It  was  literary  labor,  then,  that  Thoreau 
wanted.     And   mixed   closely   with   that 
wish  was  the  desire  so  normal  to  every 
young  man,  to  escape — shall  we  say — the 
boundaries  of  his  youth;  that  is,  to  make 
a  place  of  his  own  somewhere  apart  from 
his  kin,  somewhere  else  under  the  sun. 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson's  letter  brought 
an  affirmative   response    from    William. 
With  the  conditions  of  service  acceptable 
to  both  parties  to  the  agreement   (some 
assurance  as  to  a  private  study,  no  matter 
how  small,  for  the  winter  months  had  to 
be  given  to  the  tutor) ,  the  consummation 
of  the  bargain  was  not  far  off.    On  ApriT 
3,     Ralph     Waldo    Emerson     advanced 
Thoreau  ten  dollars,  with  ten  more  to  be 
furnished  on  demand.     By  May   5,  this 
ten  had  also  been  paid  and  was  expended' 
by  Thoreau   out   of  hand   on   an  outfit. 
The  next  day,  with  seven  dollars  more 
for  traveling  expenses,   he   was    off    to 
Statcn     Island.     William     Emerson   was 
timely  advised   of  the  departure:    "And 
now  goes  our  brave  youth  into  the  new 
house,  the  new  connexion,  the  new  City. 
I   am  sure  no  truer  &  no  purer  person 
lives  in  wide  New  York;  and  he  is  a  bold 
&  a  profound  thinker  though  he  may  easily 
chance  to  pester  you  with  some  accidental 
crotchets  and  perhaps  a  village  exaggera- 
tion of  the  value  of  facts."  (3) 


9 

This  last  caution  [a  similar  one  is  to 
be  found  in  a  letter  to  Henry  James,  the 
elder:  "Thoreau  is  a  profound  mind  and 
a  person  of  true  magnanimity,  and  if  it 
should  happen  that  there  is  some  village 
pedantry  and  tediousness  of  facts,  it  will 
easily  be  forgotten  when  you  come  at 
what  is  better"  (4)],  is  a  sort  of  Greek 
choric  foreboding  in  petto,  and  not  wholly 
unjustified  as  the  sequel  is  to  show.  It 
is  no  injustice  to  either  the  Staten 
Islander  or  the  Concordian  to  make  a 
point  of  the  issue  joined  by  their  opposing 
natures.  William  Emerson,  like  any  of 
your  typical  good  men,  with  a  growing 
family  to  think  of,  had  an  honorable  eye 
open  to  the  main  chance  and  was  bidding 
for  a  substantial  material  stake  in  society. 
Thoreau,  by  contrast,  if  he  had  any  pro- 
perty in  view  at  all,  had  but  the  poet's 
desire  to  possess  the  world  with  his  mind 
and  his  heart,  and  eventually  to  express 
the  comprehension  that  ensued  in  both. 
It  was  inevitable,  therefore,  that  there 
should  be  little  in  common  between  lawyer 
and  teacher.  The  difference  in  nature, 
however,  resulted  in  no  overt  explosion. 
Both  men  were  gentlemen  and  knew  their 
duties  to  each  other. 

Thus,  when  the  newcomer  came  down 
from  the  very  start  with  a  bad  cough 
which  not  even  a  stoic's  contempt  could 
overcome,  William  Emerson  and  family 
did  not  complain  but  took  the  bad  with 
the  hoped-for  good.  Which  is  not  to 
say  that  the  sick  man  was  a  noticeable 
patient  —  far  from  it.  By  May  11,  four 
days  after  his  arrival  on  the  Island,  he 
was  quite  able  to  report  the  following  to 
his  family  in  Concord:  "I  have  already 
run  over  no  smajl  part  of  the  island,  to 
the  highest  hill,  and  some  way  along  the 
shore.  From  the  hill  directly  behind  the 
house  I  can  see  New  York,  Brooklyn, 
Long  Island,  the  Narrows,  through  which 
vessels  bound  to  and  from  all  of  the 
world  chiefly  pass, — Sandy  Hook  and 
the  Highlands  of  Neversink  (part  of  the 
coast  New  Jersey), — and,  by  going  still 
further  up  the  hill,  the  Kill  van  Kull,  and 
Newark  Bay.  From  the  pinnacle  of  one 
Madame  Grimes's  house,  the  other  night 
at  sunset,  I  could  see  almost  around  the 
island."  (5)  Furthermore,  he  made  a 
trip  to  New  York,  met  some  of  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson's  friends  [delivering  an 
important  letter  to  the  Henry  James  men- 
tioned before — note  Emerson's  solicitude: 
"I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  say  that  if  you 
meet  Mft  Godwin,  as  I  believe  you  know 
him,  you  would  mention  Thoreau  to  him 
as  one  of  our  main  contributors  to  the 
Dial,  and  as  one  who  would  be  very  glad 
of  literary  ^employment  and  would  make 
on  many  subjects  very  valuable  papers. 
He  hopes  to  make  his  pen  useful  to  him 
through  the  journals  or  booksellers."  (6)  J, 
and  took  in  such  sights  as  the  Great 
Western,  the  Croton  water-works,  the  pic- 
ture gallery  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Design,  and  what  was  to  him  the  portent 
of  the  city's  vast  crowds.  As  if  in  punish- 
ment for  his  eagerness  to  master  the  new 


environment,  and  we  may  add,  refusal 
to  nurse  himself,  he  developed  an  attack 
of  bronchitis  which  kept  him  indoors  for 
a  week. 

No  sooner  was  he  able  to  get  about 
than  he  proceeded  to  botanize.  "The 
cedar,"  he  informed  sister  Sophia  on 
May  22,  "seems  to  be  one  of  the  most 
common  trees  here,  and  the  fields  are  very 
fragrant  with  it.  There  are  also  gum 
and  tulip  trees.  The  latter  is  not  very 
common,  but  is  very  large  and  beautiful, 
having  flowers  as  large  as  tulips,  and  as 
handsome.  It  is  not  time  for  it  yet."  "The 
woods."  he  continued,  "are  now  full  of  a 
large  honeysuckle  in  full  bloom,  which 
differs  from  ours  in  being  red  instead  of 
white,  so  that  at  first  I  did  know  its 
genus.  The  painted  cup  is  very  common 
in  the  meadows  here.  Peaches,  and  espe- 
cially cherries,  seem  to  grow  by  all  the 
fences.  Things  are  very  forward  here 
compared  with  Concord.  The  apricots 
growing  out-of-doors  are  already  as  large 
as  plums.  The  apple,  pear,  peach,  cherry, 
and  plum  trees  have  shed  their  blossoms. 
The  whole  island  is  like  a  garden,  and 
affords  very  fine  scenery." (7)  But  though 
he  then  expatiates  on  the  view  in  front 
of  the  house,  with  its  extensive  wood 
leading  to  the  sea,  and  the  vessels  always 
in  sight  ten  to  thirty  miles  off,  he  is  still 
practical  enough  New  Englandcr  to 
record  that  "garlic,  the  original  of  the 
common  onion,  grows  here  all  over  the 
fields,  and  during  its  season  spoils  the 
cream  and  butter  for  the  market,  as  the 
cows  like  it  very  much."  (8) 

It  was  this  homey  trait  of  his  which, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Dutch  genre  painters, 
made  him  revel  in  the  common  about 
him,  especially  the  beach.  "Everything 
there,"  he  wrote  to  Emerson,  "is  on  a 
grand  and  generous  scale,  —  seaweed, 
water,  and  sand;  and  even  the  dead  fishes, 
horses,  and  hogs  have  a  rank,  luxuriant 
odor;  great  shad-nets  spread  to  dry;  crabs 
and  horseshoes  crawling  over  the  sand; 
clumsy  boats,  only  for  service,  dancing 
like  sea-fowl  over  the  surf,  and  ships  afar 
off  going  about  their  business."  (9) 

On  the  whole,  once  his  health  was 
somewhat  normal  —  there  is  strong  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  was  a  consumptive 
tendency  that  was  pulsing  within  him  — , 
Thoreau  adjusted  himself  to  the  routine 
of  his  place.  To  hisparents  he  sent  such 
details  as  would  irttehest  them,  —  that 
William  Emerson's  residence  was  pleas- 
ant, much  more  rural  than  one  would  ex- 
pect of  a  vicinity  of  New  York,  there  be- 
ing woods  all  around;  that  breakfast  was 
at  half  past  six,  lunch  at  twelve,  dinner 
at  five;  that  from  nine  to  two  he  was 
schoolmaster,  and  thereafter  as  much  of 
a  pupil  as  he  could  be.  "I  have  met  no 
one  yet  on  the  island,"  he  went  on. 
"whose  acquaintance  I  shall  cultivate, — 
or  hoe  round, — unless  it  be  our  neighbor 
Captain  Smith,  an  old  fisherman,  who 
catches  the  fish  called  'moss-bonkers'  — 
so  it  sounds  —  and  invites  me  to  come  to 


the  beach,  where  he  spends  the  week,  and 
see  him  and  his  fish."  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  sharpness  in  his  italics,  and  some- 
thing of  unrecorded  displeasure  in  this 
paragraph  which  then  follows:  "Farms 
are  for  sale  all  around  here,  and  so,  I 
suppose  men  are  for  purchase.  North  of 
us  live  Peter  Wandell,  Mr.  Mell,  and  Mr. 
Disosway  (don't  mind  the  spelling),  as 
far  as  the  Clove  road;  and  south,  John 
Britton,  Van  Pelt,  and  Captain  Smith,  as 
far  as  the  Fingerboard  road.  Behind  is 
the  hill,  some  250  feet  high,  on  the  side 
of  which  we  live;  and  in  front  the  forest 
and  the  sea,  —  the  latter  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half. "(10) 

If  this  comment  —  and  it  is  practically 
the  whole  of  it — shows  but  scanty  regard 
for  Staten  Islanders,  we  do  well  to  recall 
that  Thoreau  disposed  of  mest  of  his 
Concord  neighbors  just  »s  curtly.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  lies  in  great  part  in 
this  fact:  he  was  too  busy  a  man  to  have 
time  for  contacts  with  people  as  such. 
For,  after  his  teaching  duties  were  over, 
his  exploratory  walks  been  taken,  his  un- 
avoidable correspondence  been  attended 
to,  there  was  precious  little  time  left  for 
anything  but  his  literary  affairs. 

These  may  be  divided  under  two  heads: 
writing  and  getting  contacts  for  publica- 
tion. It  was  the  latter  which  loomed 
large  for  Thoreau  that  May  1843.  Four 
months  earlier  he  had  met  O'Sullivan, 
editor  of  The  United  Suites  and  Demo- 
cratic Review.  Though  the  puny  fellow 
was  unimpressive,  his  request  for  some 
work  held  out  promise  of  a  cosmopolitan 
audience,  not  to  mention  the  possibility 
of  turning  a  needed  penny  with  one's 
pen.     Those  were  telling  desiderata  for  a 

young  writer  like  Thoreau  whose  appe- 
tite tor  publication,  or  shall  we  say,  hope 
of  making  a  living  via  literature  had  been 
conditioned  by  seeing  a  number  of  his 
prose  and  verse  efforts  in  the  Dial. 

Whatever  sanguine  dreams  of  achieve- 
ment  he  may  have  had  were  well  dissipat- 
ed for  him  by  September.  O'Sullivan's 
magazine  took  a  short  article,  The  Land- 
lord, and  after  wearisome  hesitation,  a 
review  of  a  Utopian  volume  by  a  German 
writer,  Etzler.  Other  periodicals,  The 
New  /Mirror,  Brother  Jonathan,  The  New 
World,  trashy  though  he  thought  them, 
told  him  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  they 
got  all  the  contributions  they  wished, — 
for  nothing.  The  Knickerbocker,  while 
a  more  desirable  publication,  was  too 
poor  to  pay  unknown1' -contributors  like 
himself.  And  as  for  The  Ladies'  Com- 
panion that  could  and  did  pay;  why,  as 
he  explained  to  his  mother,  it  was  also 
beyond  his  reach,  for  there  was  that  with- 
in him  which  "could,  not  write  anything 
companionable."  (11)  Not  only  were  the 
reviews  out  of  the  question,  he  fared  just 
as  poorly  with  publishing  houses  like 
Harper's,  to  mention  one.  They  could 
offer  him  no  connection.  On  the  whole, 
he  was  forced  to  a  conclusion  (chiefly  in 
connection  with  periodicals,  but  for  the 
book  business,  as  well)  whose  edge  barely 
hid   his  melancholy:    "My  bait  will   not 
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tempt  the  rats,  — ■  they  are  too  well  fed." 

It  was  not  his  only  grievance  as  he  sat 
muiiing  in  his  chamber.  Indeed,  if  was 
part  and  parcel  of  the  loss  of  focus  he 
sensed  in  his  life  in  general,  particularly 
there  in  Staten  Island.  The  set-up  was 
not  congenial  to  him.  In  contrast  to  the, 
yapproachmeiU  he  had  enjoyed  with  the 
Concord  Emersons,  he  felt  the  more  keen- 
ly the  polite  but  empty  relationship  he 
held  with  the  Staten  Island  Emersons.  "I 
do  not ",  he  admitted  from  the  very  be- 
ginning to  Ralph  Waldo,  "feel  myself 
especially  serviceable  to  the  good  people 
with  whom  I  live,  except  as  inflictions 
are  sanctified  to  the  righteous.  And  so, 
too,'  I  must  serve  the  boy.  I  can  look  to 
the  Latin  and  mathematics  sharply,  and 
for  the  rest  behave  myself.  But  I  can- 
not be  in  his  neighborhood  hereafter  as 
his  Educator,  of  course,  but  as. the  hawks 
fly  over  my  own  head.  I  am  not  attracted- 
toward  him  but  as  to  youth  generally.  He 
shall  frequent  me,  however,  as  much  as 
he  can,  and  111  be  I."  (13)  Cold  and  final 
as  his  words  are,  it  must  be  insisted,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  no  actual  misery  for 
Thoreau  at  Staten  Island.  For  on  the 
same  day  that  he  sent  his  reactions  to 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  he  also  wrote  this 
sentence  to  his  own  parents:  "Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Emerson  are  not  indeed  of  my  kith 
and  kin  in  any  sense;  but  they  arc  irre- 
proachable and  kind."  (14)  And  that  was 
that. 

All  was  not  failure  though  for  Thoreau. 
In  New  York  he  made  a  number  of  influ- 
icntial  acquaintances,  like  Henry  James, 
William  Henry  Channing,  and  Horace 
Greely,  —  this  last  gentleman,  twanging, 
goodnatured,  serviceable  in  literary  ped- 
dling. And  in  his  room  at  William 
Emerson's,  Thoreau's  interests  ranged 
from  reading  Quarles,  the  metaphysical 
poet,  and  Bacon,  to  translating  the  eternal 
Greeks, ,  Aeschylus  and  Pindar.  Not  to 
forget  the  preparation  of  an  item  or  two 
for  The  Dial,  to  wit:  selections  from  the 
oriental  scriptures,  the  original  essay,  "A 
Winter's  Walk."  And  outdoors,  whether 
on  the  beach  or  in  the  field,  his  eye  lov- 
ingly, took  note  of  the  picturesque.  There 
were  the  men  dragging  up  "their  boats  on 
to  the  sand,  with  oxen,  stepping  about 
amid  the  surf,  as  if  it  were  possible  they 
might  draw  up  Sandy  Hook." (15)  The 
migratory  or  western  movement  also 
passed  in  part  beneath  his  gaze.  Sixteen 
hundred  immigrants  arrived  at  Quaran- 
tine ground  on  the  Fourth  of  July  alone, 
with  an  additional  group,  it  seemed,  every 
day  thereafter.  He  saw  them  while  their 
vessels  underwent  purification,  occasion- 
ally washing  their  persons  and  clothes; 
or  men,  women  and  children  gathered  on 
the  isolated  quay  near  the  shore,  stretch- 
ing their  limbs  and.  taking  the  air;  the 
children  running  races,  or  swinging  on 
their  artificial  piece  of  the  land.ofliberty.. 

These  sights  were  more  for  his  passive 
moments;  when  in  action  —  the  Staten 
Islanders  thought  him  a  land  speculator 
on  the  hunt  for  bargains  —  he  pretty 
much  explored  the  Island:  its  telegraph 


stations,  Sailor's  Snug-  Harbor,  Seaman's 
Retreat,  Old  Elm  Trees  where  the  Hugue- 
nots landed,  Britton's  Mifls,  and  every 
last  village  there  was.  On  a  visit  to  the 
Lake  Island  Farm,  some  eight  or  nine 
miles  from  the  Emersons,  he  found  a  Mr. 
Davenport,  of  Massachusetts  formerly, 
raising  sweet  potatoes  and  tomatoes  by 
the  acre.  "A  hungry  soil,"  Thoreau 
thought  it,  and  took  his  own  crop  out  of 
it  in  the  form  of  arrowheads. 

As  the  months  went  by,  he  had  fits  of 
homesickness,  his  disclaimers  in  a  letter 
'or  two  to  the  contrary.  Old,  familiar 
things  beckoned  to  him.  Something 
deeper  than  sentiment  informs  a  comment 
of  his  to  Emerson.  It  is  on  Concord  and 
goes  this  way:  "My  thoughts  revert  to 
those  dear  hills  and  that  river  which  so 
fills  up  the  world  to  its  brim,  —  worthy 
to  be  named  with  Mincius  and  Alpheus, 
—  still  drinking  its  meadows  while  I  am 
away.  How  can  it  run  heedless  to  the 
sea,  as'tf  I  were  there  to  countenance 
it?"(l6)  Familiar  faces,  too,  rose  up 
from  that  distant  horizon:  George  Minott, 
grey-suited  Edmund  Hosmer,  William 
Ellery  Channing  the  whimsical;  Haw- 
thorne, ■ — ■  "one  with  whom  I  sauntered, 
in  old  heroic  times,  along  the  banks  of 
the  Scamander,  amid  the  ruins  of  chariots 
and  heroes"(17);  Elizabeth  Hoar,  the 
Emersons  of  course;  and  naturally  enough, 
Mother  singing.  Father'  reading  a  news- 
paper abstractedly,  Sisters  and  Aunts  busy 
in  their  several  ways. 

By  the  middle  of  November,  Thoreau 
had  had  enough  of  absence  from  home. 
A  journal  note  a  short  time  before  shows 

clearly  how  the  dichtomy  between  wha 
one  wishes  and  what  one  can  get  struck 
him.  "Though  I  am  old  enough,"  he 
wrote,  "to  have  discovered  that  the  dreams 
of  youth  are  not  to  be  realized  in  this 
state  of  existence  yet  I  think  it  would  be 
the  next  greatest  happiness  always  to  be 
allowed  to  look  under  the  eyelids  of  time 
and  contemplate  the  perfect  steadily  with 
the  clear  understanding  that  I  do  net 
attain  to  it."(18). 

He  had  reached  acceptance  of  th->  i  -.. 
vitable:  the  perfect  could  not  be  achic 
Purely  on  a  mundane  level  then,  the  tan 
ure  meant  that  his  wish  for  an  assured 
livelihood  in  literary  oddments  was  un- 
obtainable. His  sporadic  placing  of 
articles  proved  the  point  only  too  well. 
His  futile  canvassing  of  publishers  gave 
further  emphasis  ro  frustration.  And  that 
last  of  his  degrading  attempts,  the  effort 
to  sell  subscriptions  to  a  periodical  called 
The  Agricultural  Age  gave  him  little  bey- 
ond the  physical  experience  of  traveling 
through  New  York  City  and  up  to  the 
Croton  Reservoir.  The  day's  time  which 
he  spent  was  enough  to  exhaust  any  hopes 
;such  an  occupation  might  hold.  As  for 
reforming  the  world,  so  as  to  better  his 
condition  —  why,  that  was  a  blind  move, 
too,  .judging  from,  its  exemplars  in  New 
York  —  Channing, '  Brisbane,  and  the 
others.  Poor  fellows,  they  were  begin- 
ning at  the  wrong  end,  he  could  see:  it 
was  themselves  not  the  world  they  ought 
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to  reform.  As  for  Henry  Thoreau,  bet- 
ter for  him  to  go  home,  'make' pencils  at 
his  father's  shop,  and  with  refreshed 
acumen  face  the  task  of  making  a  living 
while  living  the  good  life  of  Concord. 

When  he  left  Staten  Island,  sometime 
before  Thanksgiving  Day,  say  a  week  or 
so  [Emerson  addresses  a  note  locally  to 
him  on  November  23(19)  ],  Thoreau 
had  passed  another  milestone  in  his 
career.  The  year  1843,  then,  means  this 
in  his  life:  he  had  tried  to  succeed  out- 
side of  his  native  town  and  it  was  no  go. 
Concord,  as  he  now  knew,  was  to  be  the 
site  of  his  battle  with  the  infinite.  He 
should  have  to  win  or  lose  there. 
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Castleton.  Staten-Island, 
May  11th  1843. 

Dear  Mother  and  Friends  at  home, 

We  arrived  here  safely  at  10  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning, 
having  had  as  good  a  passage  as  usual,  though  we  ran  aground 
and  were  detained  a  couple  of  hours  in  the  Thames  river,  till 
the  tide  came  to  our  relief.   At  length  we  curt'seyed  up  to  a 
wharf  just  the  other  side  of  their  Castle  Garden,  very  incurious 
about  them  and  their  city.   I  believe  my  vacant  looks  absolutely 
inaccessible  to  questions  did  at  length  satisfy  an  army  of 
starving  cab-men— —that  I  did  not  want  a  hack,  cab,  or  any  thing 
of  that  sort  as  yet.   It  was  the  only  demand  the  city  made  on 
us;  as  if  a  wheeled  vehicle  of  some  sort  were  the  sum  and  sum- 
mit of  a  reasonable  man's  wants.   "Having  tried  the  water," 
they  seemed  to  say,  "will  you  not  return  to  the  pleasant  se- 
curities of  land  carriage?  Else,  why  was  your  boat's  prow 
turned  toward  the  shore  at  last?"   They  are  a  sad  looking 
set  of  fellows — not  permitted  to  come  on  board— and  I  pity 
them.   They  had  been  expecting  me  it  would  seem,  and  did  real- 
ly wish  that  I  should  take  a  cab,  though  they  did  not  seem 
rich  enough  to  supply  me  with  one —    It  was  a  confused  jum- 
ble of  heads,  and  soiled  coats  dangling  to  and  fro,  as  by  a 
sort  of  undertow,  while  each  whips tick,  true  as  the  needle  to 
the  pole,  still  preserved  that  level  and  direction  on  which 
its  proprietor  had  dismissed  his  forlorn  interrogatory.   They 
took  sight  over  them,  the  lash  being  wound  up  thereon,  to  pre- 
vent your  attention  from  wandering,  or  to  make  it  concentre 
upon  its  object  by  the  spiral  line.   They  began  at  first,  per- 
haps, with  the  modest  but  rather  confident  inquiry — "Want  a 
cab  sir"?   but  as  their  despair  increased,  it  took  the  affirma- 
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tive  tone,  as  the  disheartened  and  irresolute  are  apt  to  do — 
"You  want  a  cab  sir;"  or  even,  "You  want  a  nice  cab  sir,  to 
take  you  to  Fourth  Street."   The  question  which  one  had  brave- 
ly and  hopefully  began  to  put,  another  had  the  tact  to  take  up 
and  conclude  with  fresh  emphasis,  twirling  it  from  his  partic- 
ular whip  stick  as  if  it  had  emanated  from  his  lips — as  the 
sentiment  did  from  his  heart —   £ach  one  could  truly  say 
"Them's  my  sentiments."   But  it  was  a  sad  sight. 


I  am  7  1/2  mil 
a  day  at  least  have 
over  no  small  part 
way  along  the  shore 
I  can  see  New-York- 
through  [which]  ves 
world  chiefly  pass- 
(part  of  the  coast 
up  the  hill,  the  Ki 
nacle  of  one  Madame 
I  could  see  almost 
there  was  a  fleet  o 
to  be  going  over  th 
trading  ships  comme 


es  from  New- York,  and  as  it  would  take  half 

not  been  there  yet.   I  have  already  run 
of  the  island,  to  the  highest  hill  and  some 
From  the  hill  directly  behind  the  house, 
-Brooklyn  &  Long-Island — The  Narrows, 
sels  bound  to  and  from  all  parts  of  the 
-Sandy  Hook  and  the  Highlands  of  Neversink 
of  New  Jersey) — and  by  going  still  farther 
11  van  Kull,  and  Newark  Bay.   From  the  pin- 
Grimes*  house,  the  other  night  at  sunset, 
round  the  island.   Far  in  the  horizon 
f  sloops  bound  up  the  Hudson,  which  seemed 
e  edge  of  the  earth — and  in  view  of  these 
rce  seems  quite  imposing. 


But  it  is  rather  derogatory  that  your  dwelling  place 
should  be  only  a  neighborhood  to  apmcthlag  el  re —   a  great  city  — 
To  live  on  an  inclined  plane.   I  do  not  like  their  cities  and 
forts  with  their  morning  and  evening  gun,  and  sails  flapping 
in  ones  eye.   I  want  a  whole  continent  to  breathe  in — and  a 
good  deal  of  solitude  and  silence,  such  as  all  Wall  street 
cannot  buy —   Nor  Broadway  with  its  wooden  pavement.   I  must 
live  along  the  beach  on  the  southern  shore  which  looks  direct- 
ly out  to  sea — and  see  what  that  great  parade  of  water  means 
that  dashes  and  roars  and  has  not  yet  wet  me  as  long  as  I  have 
lived.   I  must  not  know  any  thing  about  my  condition  and  rela- 
tions here  till  what  is  not  permanent  is  worn  off.   I  have  not 
yet  subsided.   Give  me  time  enough  and  I  may  like  it.   All  my 
inner  man  heretofore  has  been  a  Concord  impression,  and  here 
come  these  Sandy  Hook  and  Coney  Island  breakers  to  meet  and 
modify  the  former,  but  it  will  be  long  before  I  can  make  na- 
ture look  as  innocently  grand  and  inspiring  as  in  Concord. 

Yr  affectionate  son,   Henry  D   Thoreau 


III 


[1851,  April?   In  an  undated  letter  from  W.  Cushing  to  H.  D.  Thoreau,  in  Con- 
cord, in  Correspondence .  p.  655,  Cushing  asks  Thoreau  to  lecture  in  an  unnamed 
community,  stating  that  Mr.  Charles  Bowers,  who  will  "lecture  here  tomorrow 
evening"  can  bring  his  answer.   These  details  suggest  a  small  lyceum  not  far 
from  Concord  Center  and  dependent  upon  the  Concord  roster  of  speakers  for  many 
of  their  lyceum  engagements.   I  think  the  letter  can  be  dated  "April,  1851"  for 
the  following  reasons: 

(1)  The  Rev.  William  Cushing  (Harvard  1832)  had  religious  duties  in  Bedford, 
Massachusetts,  between  April,  1849,  and  I860.1  While  there  he  "took  a  great  in- 
terest in  education,  conducting  a  private  school  in  connection  with  his  pastor- 
al work."   Bedford,  originally  a  part  of  Concord,  was  incorporated  as  an  inde- 
pendent town  in  1729. 

(2)  Charles  Bowers  had  been  one  of  Thoreau' s  classmates  at  the  Concord  Academy.2 
Like  Thoreau,  he  was  a  long-time  resident  of  Concord  but  not  a  member  of  the  So- 
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cial  Circle.   He  was  an  officer  in  the  Concord  Company  of  the  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia  and  served  in  the  Civil  War.    One  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Concord  Lyceum  in  1828,   he  became  a  curator  in  1850,  but  only  twice  lec- 
tured before  it:  once  on  March  8,  1843  (subject  not  given  in  the  records)  and, 
more  significantly,  on  April  2,  1851,  his  subject  then  being  "Shoemakers."   In 
that  month,  Concord  drew  entirely  upon  local  talent:  George  Bradford,  on  the 
ninth;  Thoreau,  on  the  twenty-third;  and  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  on  the  thirtieth. 
Thoreau* s  lecture  ("The  Wild,"  which  later  became  the  essay  "Walking" )  was  de- 
livered also  in  Worcester  a  few  weeks  later.    Interestingly  he  wrote  in  his 
Journal  for  April  22,  1851 — the  day  before  he  lectured  in  Concord —  "It  is  not 
the  invitation  which  I  hear,  but  which  I  feel,  that  I  obey."   Did  he  say  "no" 
to  William  Cushing's  appeal?6 

(3)  Bowers  became  inactive  in  the  Concord  Lyceum  after  1851. J 


1  See  Abram  English  Brown,  History  of  the  Town  of  Bedford,  Middlesex  County. 
Massachusetts .  Bedford,  1891,  pp.  I6ff. 

2  See  my  "Young  Henry  Thoreau  in  the  Annals  of  the  Concord  Academy  (1829-1833)," 
ESQ,  no.  9  (IV  Quarter  1957),  pp.  1-42,  esp.  p.  2. 

3  See  Townsend  Scudder,  Concord:  American  Town.  Boston,  1947,  pp.  229,  233, 
237  and  246. 

4  See  my  Transcendental  Climate.  Ill,  651  et  passim,  esp.  691,  697,  699,  704-5. 

5  See  Walter  Harding,  "A  Check  List  of  Thoreau 's  Lectures,"  Bull,  of  the  New 
York  Public  Library.  LII  (1948),  pp.  78-87,  esp.  p.  82. 

6  Compare  what  he  says  of  Bedford  in  Journal,  I,  91;  II,  6;  III,  3;  IV,  473. 
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[1853,  Oct.  24.   The  Boston  Stereotype  Foundry  to  Henry  or  John  Thoreau.   MS.  in 
the  Berg  Collection  of  NYPL,  in  "Holograph  Notes  on  General  Phenomena."   Ac- 
cording to  the  Boston  City  Directory,  Charles  J.  Peters  lived  at  4  Spring  Lane. 
For  other  letters  from  his  company  to  the  Thoreaus,  see  Companion,  pp.  197  and 
210.   On  the  plumbago  industry  at  this  time  and  the  importance  of  Worcester 
County,  Massachusetts,  in  the  production  of  this  mineral,  see  the  Encyclopaedia 
Americana,  ed.  Francis  Lieber,  (13  vols.)  Phila.,  1830-1833,  X,  p.  190: 

PLUMBAGO,  or  GRAPHITE.   This  valuable  mineral. . .consists  of  carbon  96,  and 
iron  4.   In  a  high  degree  of  heat,  it  is  combustible,  and  leaves  a  residue 
of  oxide  of  iron....   Its  most  remarkable  depository  is  at  Borrowdale,  in 
Cumberland,  England,  where  it  exists  in  a  bed  of  trap,  alternating  with 
clay  slate.   It  occurs  crystallized  in  the  limestone  of  Orange  county,  New 
York,  and  Sussex  county,  New  Jersey,  and  exists  in  large  fibrous  masses 
near  Rogers's  rock  on  lake  George,  New  York;  but  its  only  valuable  locality 
in  the  U.  States  is  at  Sturbridge,  in  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts, 
where  it  forms  veins  in  gneiss  about  a  foot  in  width.   It  was  wrought  by 
the  French  about  100  years  ago;  since  which  time  it  has  been  neglected  until 
within  a  few  years,  but  is  now  vigorously  and  successfully  explored  by  an 
enterprising  company.   The  chief  employment  of  plumbago  is  in  manufacturing 
pencils  and  crucibles;  the  latter  particularly  for  the  mint.   It  is  also 
used  for  giving  a  gloss  to  iron  stoves  and  railings,  and  for  diminishing  the 
friction  of  machinery.] 


Boston  Stereo.  Foundry, 
Oct.  24.  1853. 
Dear  Sir, 

Have  the  kindness  to  send  us  as  soon  as 
possible.^5  lbs   of  your  Plumbago. 

And  you  will  oblige 


Yours  &c 


Cha?  J 


Peters,  Agent, 
per  Geo .  H .  C .  Shaw 


[1854,  Feb.  20.  Silas  P.  Knight, 
Concord.  MS.  in  the  Berg  Collec 
Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown." 
Companion,  pp.  113  and  198,  wher 
Knight  is  not  listed  in  the  New 
ers.  In  the  Brooklyn  directorie 
siding  at  220  Schermerhorn  Stree 
Harper:  A  Unique  Publishing  Part 
America  from  1817  to  1855  (1965T 
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in  New  York,  to  John  Thoreau  &  Company,  in 
tion  of  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry 
For  other  letters,  see  number  VII  below  and 
e  the  middle  initial  resembles  a  "T" .   Though 
York  directories,  he  worked  for  Harper  &  Broth- 
s  he  is  listed  as  a  printer  or  electrotyper  re- 
t,  Brooklyn.   See  Eugene  Exman ,  The  Brothers 
nership  and  its  Impact  on  the  Cultural  Life  of 


.] 


Nov.     Feb.  20.  1854. 

Messrs  J.  Thoreau  &  Co. 

Please  to  send  me 
Twenty  pounds  of  Blacklead  of  exactly  the 
same  quality  as  that  you  sent  me  last. 

Direct  it  to  -Hewpw—ft— BrTrW-WT-e-1- 

S.  P.  Knight 
81  Cliff  st.   N.  Y. 

I  wish  you  would  send  it  to  me 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  have  unfortunately 
delayed  this  order 

Yours  respectfully 

S.  P.  Knight 


VI 

[1854,  Feb.  23.   Thomas  B.  Smith,  in  New  York,  to  Henry  Thoreau,  in  Concord.   MS, 
in  the  Berg  Collection  of  the  NYPL  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry  Thoreau  and 
William  D.  Brown."   Previously  edited  in  Correspondence .  p.  321,  but  with  an  in- 
accurate date  line,  which  should  be  "New  York  Feby  23a/54."   For  another  letter 
from  the  same  organization,  see  Companion,  pp.  134  and  211,  where  I  read  "P.  H. 
S[mith?]"  instead  of  "R.  H.  S[mith?J.   See  also  letter  XII  below.   Thomas  B. 
Smith's  Stereotype  Foundry  was  located  at  216  William  Street,  New  York.   His 
home  was  at  54  Lawrence  Street,  Brooklyn.] 
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VII 

[1854?   July  9.   Silas  P.  Knight,  in  New  York,  to  Henry  or  John  Thoreau,  in  Con- 
cord.  MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry  Thor- 
eau and  William  D.  Brown."   The  year  is  conjectural.   See  letter  V  above  and 
note  thereon.   Knight  placed  two  other  orders  with  Thoreau  during  1854.   See 
Companion,  pp.  113  and  198.3 


New  York,  July  9. 
Mr*  Thoreau,  

Please  send  me  Fifty  pounds 
Blacklead  as  early  as  possible. 

Address  82  Cfiff  [Cliff]  st. 

Yours  respectfully 

Silas  P.  Knight 


t/Xy/-^r) 


VIII 

[1854?   Before  Oct.?    Filmer  &  Company,  in  New  York,  to  Henry  or  John  Thoreau, 
in  Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry 
Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown."   See  below  letters  IX  and  XVII.   Dated  conjec- 
turally.   Filmer  &  Company  are  listed  as  electro typers  or  stereotypers  and  were 
located  at  128  Fulton  Street.   William  Filmer,  the  principal  partner,  lived  at 
506  or  596  Brooms  Street.] 


Send 

us  2 

lbs  Plumbago  as  soon 

as 

poss 

Lble, 

Filmer  &  Co 

128  Fulton  St, 
New  York, 

IX 

[1854,  Oct.  27.   William  Filmer,  stereotyper  and  electrotyper,  128  Fulton  Street, 
New  York,  to  John  Thoreau,  in  Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among 
"Letters  to  John  and  Henry  Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown."   For  other  letters 
from  this  correspondent,  see  VIII  and  XVII.   The  "Mr.  Beach"  referred  to  herein 
may  have  been  Alfred  E.  Beach,  who  in  1855  is  listed  as  a  publisher  at  180  Ful- 
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ton  Street  and  as  an  agent  for  patents  at  86  Nassau.   His  home  was  in  Westches- 
ter.  For  an  example  of  a  reminder  from  H.  D.  T.  to  customers  with  overdue  ac- 
counts, see  Companion ,  p.  217.] 


New  York,  Oct.  27  /  54, 

Mr.  J.  Thoreau :- 

Dear  Sir:-  I  must  apologize  for 
not  replying  to  your  former  communications,  and 
must  beg  your  indulgence  for  the  payment  of  the 
Blacklead  until  the  second  week  in  November, 
when  I  will  remit  to  you. 

The  recent  dissolution  of  partnership  betwont 
myself  and  Mr.  Beach  obliges  me  to  ask  this  fa- 
vor of  you. 

Very  Respectfully 

Yours  &c 

Wm.  Filmer 


Sic 


[1854,  Dec.  4.  Francis  Monroe,  in  Concord,  to  William  D.  Brown,  [in  Concord?]. 
The  names  of  both  men  appear  on  the  "List  of  Persons  Qualified  to  Vote  in  Con- 
cord, at  the  Election,  1856"  in  my  Emerson's  Workshop.  I,  230-234.  Brown  is 
also  mentioned  in  letter  XXIII.  MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Let- 
ters to  John  and  Henry  Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown."  We  learn  herein  one  of 
Thoreau's  sources  for  his  black  lead,  which  here  cost  him  twenty-seven  cents  a 
pound  and  which  he  sold  for  $1.50  and  $2,001] 


m 


th 
Concord      Dec    4~fr~   1854 


Mr  W,T  D.    Brown 

I  have  sold  to  Mr  Thoreau  the 
Black  Lead  belonging  to  me  that  you  have  ground, 
for  27  cents  pr  pound,  provided  he  takes  it 
within  ten  days  from  the  above  tate  [sic] .   You 
will  please  weigh  it,  receive  the  cash  for  it  on 
delivery,  and  remit  me  the  amount  by  Mail,  di- 
rected to  Manchester  V.T.   When  I  am  next  in 
town  I  will  settle  with  you  for  grinding  &c. 

Respectfully  yours 

Francis  Monroe 


S\ 


XI 


[1855,  Feb.  16.   New-York  Type  Foundry  (White  &  Company),  in  New  York,  to  John 
Thoreau,  in  Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John 
and  Henry  Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown."] 


n  r.w 

YORK 

TYPK    FOUNDRY. 
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Feby  16th 
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Mr 

to 
re 

John  Thoreau 

Sir 

cover  amount  of 
burn  receipted. 

Enclosed 
enclosed 

please  find 
bill  which 

I  61 

please 

Yours  Respectfully 

White  4 

Co 

Cha8 

T  White 

XII 

[1855,  Feb.  17.  Thomas  B.  Smith,  in  New  York,  to  John  Thoreau,  in  Concord.  MS. 
in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry  Thoreau  and  Wil- 
liam D.  Brown."    See  letter  VI  above  and  note.] 


New  York  Feby  17  /  55 

Mr  John  Thoreau 

Dear  Sir 

Enclosed  please  find  $20  for  which  send 
me  10  lbs  of  your  best  Plumbago  prepared  for  Elec- 
trotype purposes, 

I  am  nearly  out,  &  would  be 
obliged  by  your  prompt  attention 

Yours  &c 

ThoS  B  Smith 

pr  R.  H.  S. 

216  William  St 

N.Y. 


XIII 

[1855,  March  6.   Albert  H.  Jocelyn,  in  New  York,  to  John  Thoreau  &  Company,  in 
Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry 
Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown."   For  other  correspondence,  see  Companion,  pp. 
198-199.   Jocelyn  is  listed  as  "woodengraver , "  "engraver,"  and  "electrotyper ," 
first  at  64  John  St.  and  2  Astor  House j  at  the  time  of  this  letter,  at  58  and 
60  Fulton  Street.   Two  other  Jocelyns  were  also  engravers:   Nathaniel  Jocelyn 
and  Simeon  B.  Jocelyn,  Jr.,  both  at  7  Wall  Street.] 


New  York  March  6*  1855 

Mess  John  Thoreau  It   Co 

Enclosed  please  find 
$5  for  which  I  wish  you  to  forward  the  am*'  in 
your  best  Plumbago 

A  H  Jocelyn 

58  &  60  Fulton  St 
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XIV 


[1855,  April  20.   Thoreau,  in  Concord,  to  George  William  Curtis,  of  Putnam's 
Monthly  Magazine,  in  New  York  City.   Full  details  regarding  the  serialization 
of  "Cape  Cod"  appear  in  Companion,  pp.  206-209.   MS.  in  the  Clifton  Waller  Bar- 
rett Library  of  the  University  of  Virginia  Library.   Compare  Correspondence, 
pp.  374-375.] 
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XV 


[1855,  July  28.   Clipping  on  fruit  grasses  from  the  National  Anti-Slavery  Stan- 
dard of  July  28,  1855,  published  in  New  York  by  the  American  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety (1840-1872) .   It  was  apparently  a  reprint  from  Chambers  j s  Journal  of 
Popular  Literature,  Science,  and  Arts  (Edinburgh,  1854-1873) .   The  Thoreau  fam- 
ily for  a  time  subscribed  to  the  Standard,  in  which  Walden  had  been  reviewed  on 
the  preceding  Dec.  16.   See  Companion,  pp.  26  and  68.   This  clipping  was  found 
attached  to  page  134  of  Thoreau1 s  "Notes  on  Fruits"  in  the  Berg  Collection, 
NYPL . ] 


CURIOUS  EXPERIMENT  IS  HOI  ANY. 


In  Sicily  there  grows  ;i  wild  grass,  which,  wlien  ripe, 
at  the  end  of  summer,  is  gathered  by  the  peasantry,  tied 
in  bundles,  and  sit  on  fire  ;  not,  however,  to  be  consumed, 
but  for  a  mere  scorching.  The  Hame  flies  rapidly  through 
the  light  husks  and  beard  of  the  plant,  and  leaves  the 
seeds  slightly  roasted,  in  which  state  they  an-  eaten  with 
considerable  relish  by  numbers  of  the  rural  population. 
What  the  Sicilians  do  with  their  grass  might  be  done 
with  other  grasses,  and  in  other  countries,  were  it  not 
that  the  seeds  generally  are  too  small  lo  repay  the  trou- 
ble of  producing  them  for  food.  If  all  were  but  as  large 
as  those  of  the  maize,  or  even  wheat  and  barley,  we 
should  hear  but  few  complaints  of  dear  bread.  Instances, 
indeed,  are  on  record  of  gruss-seods  having  been  largely 
eaten  in  times  of  scarcity,  anil  with  the  desired  effect  of 
sustaining  life,  for  all  are  more  or  less  floury. 

The  botanical  name  of  the  Sicilian  grass  above  men- 
tioned is  jEgilups,  or  goats-eye — the  Greeks  having  be- 
lieved it  to  be  a  remedy  for  a  disease  that  appears  in  one 
corner  of  the  eye.  There  are  three  or  four  species  grow- 
ing all  around  the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as  in  the  islands, 
chiefly  in  the  hot,  dry,  sandy  plains  near  the  sea.  They 
flourish  even  on  the  scorched  volcanic  soils,  in  strange 
contrast  to  the  prevalent  aridity,  showing  the  vital  prin- 
ciple to  be  in  them  unusually  energetic,  anil  proof  against 
extremes  of  heat.  Moreover,  the  J£gihp*  tuir/n,  as 
though  sporting  with  its  powers,  shoots  out  another  spe- 
cies, the  rrilicoiile*,  or  wheat-like,  from  one  and  the  same 
root  ;  not  by  artificial  cultivation,  be  it  understood,  but 
spontaneously.  Clearly,  these  goat-eyes  arc  remarkable 
plants,  and  as  we  shall  see  presently,  they  have  been  ex- 
perimented on  with  remarkable  results. 

M.  Fabre,  an  enlightened  agriculturists,  of  Agde,  in 
the  South  of  France,  considering  these  grasses  to  belong 
to  the  cerealia.  began  a  series  of  careful  experiments  on 
the  JEgiloft*  uvula,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  effect 
would  be  produced  upon  it  by  cultivation.  A  plot  of 
ground,  sheltered  by  high  wulls,  and  sufficiently  distant 
from  the  fields  of  grass  and  other  grainina,  was  prepared, 
and  in  this  he  sowed  a  few  seeds  in  1838.  The  plants 
grew  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  inches  high,  and  ripened 
by  the  middle  of  July  in  the  following  year  ;  and  though 
with  but  few  fertile  spikclets,  the  yield  was  in  the  propor- 
tion of  Jive  to  one.  Here  was  already  a  difference,  best 
understood  when  we  remember  that  in  its  wild  state  the 
jEgiluji':  seldom  grows  higher  than  from  six  to  nine  inches 
with  curved  stalks,  bearing  a  small  flat  rudimentary  ear 
containing  one  or  two  grains.  The  stalks  are  extremely 
brittle,  and  when  fully  ripe  the  ears  turn  black  and  fall  off, 
like  the  leaves  from  a  tree.  In  these  latter  respects,  M. 
Fabre's  crop  of  1830  retained  its  original  habit,  for  the 
ears  were  deciduous,  aud  the  stalks  broke  easily  ;  but  we 
see  a  marked  difference  in  height,  and  in  amount  of  pro- 


duce. The  seeds  were  again  sown:  aud  in  1840,  the 
-pikelets  were  inure  numerous,  scarcely  an  ear  without 
two  seeds,  and  thise  more  floury  than  before,  approaching 
the  character  of  wheat.  In  1811.  the  resemblance  to 
wheat  was  still  more  observable;  the  cats  which  wen- 
less  flat,  had  from  two  lo  three  grains,  and  the  awns  or 
lieard  had  almost  disappeared.  In  the  next  year,  the 
plants  stood  still,  being  slightly  attacked  by  rust  :  the 
number  of  grains,  however,  was  not  diminished,  lint  in 
1K43,  the  delay  was  made  up  :  the  stalks  grew  thrif  feet 
high,  nnd  stronger  than  in  uuy  previous  season  ;  the  ears 
could  not  lie  easily  broken  off;  the  grains  were  plump  ; 
and  one  of  the  plants  yielded  380  for  1  ;  another,  430  lor 
I.  In  1844.  every  ear  was  full,  and  the  graius  not  so 
densely  coated  as  before  ;  and  in  1*4">,  M.  Fabre  consi- 
dered the  transformation  into  wheat  (/i  iticuin)  complete  : 
all  the  plants  were  true  representatives  of  cultivated 
wheat. 

Here,  then,  in  seven  years,  we  have  a  change  effected 
by  artificial  means,  which  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
moat  extraordinary  phenomena  of  cultivation.  The  brief 
account  we  have  given  of  the  history  of  the  experiments, 
shows  by  what  a  gradual  progress  a  wild  and  compare- , 
tively  useless  grass  was  converted  into  oue  of  our  most  i 
valuable  cereals  ;  and  more  than  this,  the  question  as  to 
the  origin  of  wheat  may  now  be  considered  as  settled. 
Botanists  have  long  repeated  the  statements,  that  our  cul- 
tivated wheat  once  grew  wild  in  Sicily,  Babylonia  and 
Fersia ;  and  here  we  have  the  explanation.  No  need 
now  to  assume  the  existence  of  a  distinct  variety  ;  and 
already  the  first  scientific  agriculturist  of  France  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  cultivated  wheat,  tritica,  are 
only  races  of  JSeiUps. 

Since  1845,  M.  Fabre  has  sown  the  seed,  obtained  with 
so  much  care,  in  an  open  field  among  vineyards  by  the 
roadside,  aud  with  a  return  of  six  or  eight  fold.  The 
stems  are  straight  and  strong;  the  ears  are  round  and 
beardless ;  the  grains  very  floury ;  and  in  no  single  instance 
has  there  been  any  return  to  the  form  of  the  original 
jEgilaps  mala.  After  this,  who  shall  say  what  may  or 
may  not  be  effected  by  cultivation  ?  The  bearded  wheat 
of  Egypt  is  known  to  lose  its  beard  when  cultivated  in 
England  ;  and  in  some  places  the  country  people  have 
a  notion  that  our  own  wheat  is  changed  into  rye-grass  in 
wet  summers.  This  may  be  an  error  ;  bnt  one  thing  is 
certain,  that  the  more  wheat  is  treated  as  a  biennial,  the 
better  1b  the  result. — Chambers's  Journal. 


XVT 

[1855,  Nov.  17.   Jones  &  Denyse,  in  New  York,  to  John  Thoreau,  in  Concord.   MS. 
in  the  Berg  Collection  of  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry  Thoreau  and 
William  D.  Brown."   J.  P.  Jones  and  William  Denyse  were  stereotypers  at  183  Wil- 
liam Street,  New  York.   The  former  lived  at  175  Second  Street,  Williamsburgh; 
the  latter,  at  270  South  Fifth,  Brooklyn.   Jacob  0.  Jones  is  also  listed  as  a 
stereotyper  in  the  Jones  &  Denyse  Company.   "J.  P.  Jones"  is  not,  apparently, 
the  James  P.  Jones,  listed  as  an  engraver.] 
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New  York  17th  Nov  55 


J  Thoreau  Esq 


Sir 


We  should  have  sent  the  amt  of 
your  bill  on  receipt  of  the  Box  of  Plumbago — but  as 
we  had  to  wait  for  our  Press  until  this  week,  we 
did  not  open  the  Box  until  Wednesday  last,  and  then 
for  the  first  time  found  your  bill 

When  we  sent  our  order  we  were  told  that  we 
should  have  to  wait  2  or  3  weeks  before  you  could 
fill  the  same,  therefore  we  wrote  in  time  for  our 
Press  to  be  ready  expecting  to  have  to  wait  for  the 
Plumbago 

In  future  we  will  remit  the  cash  when  we  give 
the  order 

Yours 

Jones  &  Denyse 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  amt  of  your  Bill 


$30  — 


J  &  D 


XVII 

[1856,  March  4.   Filmer  &  Company,  in  New  York,  to  Henry  or  John  Thoreau,  in 
Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry 
Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown."   For  other  correspondence  with  this  firm,  see 
letters  VIII  and  IX  above  and  notes  thereon.] 


New  York   March  4/56 

Mr  Thoreau 

Send  us  3  lbs  Blacklead  soon  as  possible, 

We  have  done  but  little  work  the  last  3  months  and 

I  have  bought  a  few  lbs  from  my  neighbors. 

Filmer  &  Co 

128  Fulton  St. 


XVIII 

[1856,  March  5.   John  F.  Trow,  in  New  York,  New  York, to  John  Thoreau,  in  Con- 
cord.  MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry  Thor- 
eau and  William  D.  Brown."   An  earlier  letter  from  Trow  appears  in  Correspon- 
dence .  p.  406.   He  is  listed  as  a  printer  or  stereotyper  at  49  Ann  Street  and 
as  living  on  Oxford  Street  near  Fulton  Avenue  in  Brooklyn.   He  was  the  printer 
of  Trow's  New  York  City  Directory,  compiled  annually  by  H.  Wilson.] 


New- 

-York 

March 

5 

/ 

56. 

Mr.    Thoreau, 

Lead  Pencil 

Manufacturer 

Concord, 

MS. 
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Dear  Sir. —  Inclosed  please 
find  $10 —  for  which  please  to  send,  as  soon 
as  possible,  blacklead  for  Electrotyping  as 
heretofore . 

Respectfully  yours 


John  F .  Trow 


John  Thoreau 
Concord   Mass 


XIX 

[1856,  May  27.   L.  Johnson  &  Co.,  in  Philadelphia,  to  John  Thoreau,  in  Concord. 
MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry  Thoreau  and 
William  D.  Brown."    Other  correspondence  with  this   firm  appears  in  Cor- 
respondence ,  pp.  577-578,  608,  and  630;  also  in  Companion,  pp.  211,  233,  and 
235.   According  to  the  printed  heading  of  the  letter  of  March  22,  1861,  edited 
below,  "Jordan"  was  Peter  A.  Jordan.] 


Philadt 


May  27.  1856 


Mr.  John  Thoreau 

Lead  Pencil  Manf. 
Concord  Mass. 
Dr.  Sir 

Please  send  us  by  Express 
at  your  earliest  convenience,  5  lbs  Plumbago, 
same  as  last  sent  &  oblige 

Respectfully  Yours 
L.  Johnson  &  Co 
Jordan 


XX 

[1857,  June  1.   Thoreau,  in  Concord,  to  John  Langdon  Sibley,  Librarian  at  Har- 
vard.  MS.  in  the  Clifton  Waller  Barrett  Library  of  the  University  of  Virginia 
Library.   This  letter  was  apparently  a  response  to  a  formal  notice  sent  to  all 
holders  of  outstanding  books,  requesting  a  return  of  them  before  the  annual 
"examination  of  the  Public  Library."   For  the  notice  form,  see  Companion,  page 
200.   On  the  preceding  January  26,  Thoreau  had  borrowed  volumes  11-26  of  the 
Jesuit  Relations,  all  but  the  last  three  of  which  he  had  returned  before  he 
wrote  the  following  note.   See  Thoreau 's  Book  Borrowings  from  Harvard  in  Emer- 
son the  Essayist.  II,  pp.  197  and  203,  and  in  Companion,  pp.  291  and  297.   For 
the  editions  available  to  him,  see  J.  C.  McCoy,  Jesuit  Relations  of  Canada. 
1632-1675.  A  Bibliography.  Paris,  1937.   On  Thoreau  and  the  Rev.  Barzillai 
Frost,  of  Concord,  see  my  "Emerson,  Thoreau,  Parson  Frost,  and  'The  Problem, ' 
ESQ.  no.  6  (I  Quarter  1957),  p.  16,  and  Conrad  Wright,  "Emerson,  Barzillai 
Frost,  and  the  Divinity  School  Address,"  Harvard  Theological  Review.  XLIX 
(Jan.  1956),  pp.  19-43.] 
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Concord  June 

1st  1857 

Dear 

Sir 

I 

return  to  the 

Library  by 

Mr 

Frost 

8 

no 

24,  25, 

&  26 

of  the  Relations  of 

the  Jesuits. 

Yours 

Henry 

D.  Thoreau 

XXI 

[1857,  July  14.  Edwin  Brown  &  Company,  of  Boston,  to  Thoreau,  in  Concord,  re- 
questing a  receipt.  MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  loose  pages  on 
"The  Dispersion  of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters."   (Cf.  Correspondence .  p.  487.) 
"Edwin  Brown  it   Company"  seems  to  have  been  a  variation  of  either  Brown  Brothers 
&  Co.,  Bankers,  of  63  State  Street,  or  Edwin  Brown  &  Allen,  pianoforte  manufac- 
turers, of  354  Washington  Street.   Edwin  Brown's  home  was  located  at  94  Pearl 
Street.   An  Edwin  Lee  Brown,  architect,  lived  at  13  Exchange  Street.   I  add  con- 
jecturally  the  missing  letters  and  words.] 
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XXII 

[1857?  Aug.  12.   Envelope  of  a  busi- 
ness letter  faintly  postmarked  "Bos- 
ton Aug.  12".   MS.  in  the  Berg  Col- 
lection, NYPL,  among  Thoreau's  loose 
pages  on  "The  Dispersion  of  Seeds  and 
Related  Matters."   For  the  same  pen- 
manship and  a  similar  envelope,  also 
postmarked  "Boston,"  see  Companion . 
p.  110. 


Mr.  Henry  D.  Thoreau 
Concord 
Mass. 


Henry  David  Thoreau  E[sq.] 
Concord  M[ass.] 
Dear  S[ir:] 

W[ould  you] 
have  the  kindness  to  se[nd  your] 
Autograph  (Paper  4  add    pCostage] 
for  which  I  enclose)   [and] 
oblige 

Very  Respectfully, 
Yours 
Edwin  Brown  &  C[om]p[any] 
Boston   14th  July  1857 
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XXIII 

[1858,  April  10.   R.  Warner,  in  Boston,  to  Henry  Thoreau,  in  Concord.   MS.  in 
Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  in  three  rough-draft  pages  of  Thoreau 's  "Autumn  Tints." 
See  Correspondence .  p.  510,  which  fails  to  decipher  "Thorn  Sulivan"  and  mis- 
reads "if  you  get  the  land  measured  before...."   See  my  Transcendental  Climate. 
II,  527-528,  for  references  to  R.  Warner,  whose  lot  referred  to  in  this  let- 
ter lay  in  Acton  and  was  bought  of  William  D.  Brown.   (See  letter  X  above.) 
Thoreau  completed  his  survey  on  April  12.   Brown's  name  appears  on  the  "List  of 
Persons  Qualified  to  Vote  in  Concord  at  the  Election,  1856,"  reprinted  in  my 
Emerson's  Workshop.  I,  230.   R.  Warner  himself  does  not  appear  on  this  list. 
If  he  was  a  resident  of  Boston — a  detail  by  no  means  certain — his  given  name 
(according  to  the  city  directories)  might  have  been  Robert,  Ralph,  or  Richard. 3 


JL  r>c0ou  4^7  Ait  ^^M^^y^L 


XXIV 

[1858,  April  27.   Frank  &  Atkinson,  in  New  York,  to  Henry  or  John  Thoreau,  in 
Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  "Letters  to  John  and  Henry 
Thoreau  and  William  D.  Brown."   In  1856,  the  New  York  City  Directory  listed 
Frank  &  Atkinson  as  dealers  in  drygoods  at  245  Greenwich  Street.   No  listing 
in  1858.3 
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New  York,  April  27/58 

Send 

to  Frank 

&  Atkinson   193  Greenwich  St. 

N.  Y 

2  1/2 

lbs  Black  Lead  for  Electro- 

type 

purposes 

as  soon  as  possible 

XXV 

[1858?  May  12.   An  unidentified  correspondent  in  Canton  or  Hanson,  Massachusetts, 
— more  probably  the  latter: — to  Henry  Thoreau,  in  Concord.   In  the  Berg  Collec- 
tion, NYPL,  in  the  loose  pages  of  Thoreau* s  rough  draft  of  "Autumnal  Tints." 


Hanson  was  fifteen  miles  from  Plymouth, 
twenty-four  from  Boston.] 

[The  postmark  appears  to  read: 


fifteen  from  Weymouth  Landing,  and 


XXVI 

[1858,  June,  marks  the  beginning  of  the  law  suit  for  $1,000  by  Thoreau's  aunts 
against  Eliza  Pallies,  of  Boston — a  suit  during  which,  on  at  least  three  occa- 
sions, Thoreau  had  to  testify  in  Boston  as  a  witness.   The  following  documents 
along  with  others  related  to  the  case  are  now  on  file  in  the  Superior  Court  for 
Civil  Business,  County  of  Suffolk.   During  the  several  hearings  over  a  period 
of  nearly  four  years,  the  Docket  number  changed  from  3959  to  1006  to  506  to 
335  to  220  to  141.   (See  illustration.)   The  case  was  finally  disposed  of  in 
October,  1862,  after  Thoreau's  death.   The  following  papers  indicate  that  Maria 
and  Jane  Thoreau  established  their  claim  to  the  land  in  question — at  the  head 
of  Murray  Place,  in  Boston — by  inheritance  from  their  maternal  ancestor,  Sarah 
Orrok,  who  had  acquired  it  in  1737.   (Sarah  was  the  daughter  of  David  Orrok  or 
Orrock,  a  Massachusetts  Quaker.)   Compare  Correspondence .  p.  559;  Thoreau's 
Journal .  XI,  381,  and  Henry  Williams,  Memorials  of  the  Class  of  1837  of  Harvard 
University.  Boston,  1887,  p.  37.] 


(taut  tftfc*  0nt|  at  ftfftlfc. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  MEEITS. 


€j2_v 
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^A^z^f^^i^?—    Appww  for  Deft. 


Filed. 


AuyjL 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk,  si. 

7b  the  Sktrifs  of  «$r  mm/  Qmnties  or  their  Deputies, 

GREETING. 

>  .      sj  WE  Command  you  to  attach  the  goods  or  estate  of      LX*>\ tx- 

'     (falter    JL     (^t^   A~    ^     t-^p-pK, 

to  the  valu#  at  .  {^4.  "r^~  A  -  f  ^  i  •MU,«U&r«»i«U.^«>.i^-k. 
6orfjf    of  the  said     ZJ^-*-tlon.  (if  ^**     may  I*  found  in  your  precinct)    \  j 

and  A*w  safely  keep,  so  that  you  have-'ta^  before  our  Justices  of  our  Superior  Court 
or  the  County  or  Suffolk,  next  to  be  holden  at  Bofton,  within  and  for  our  said  County 
of  Suffolk,  on  the  First  Tuesday  of     H»JiL-_-. —  next :  then  and  there  in  our  said 

Court  to  answer  unto      ^K«u^L«^     ffir.i  "» -  x.     o-*JL      ^a-*«*.     JcL^vjl  a.c^     \Jl\ 

«-vu.    c4uJ«x-  -     Jo-^few«ifc^JL     ^«-^     Jh     t^-    A*— -</ 


} 


"rfc"    ukdtz    aL    1?t 


&^k/c(U4^ 


To  the  damage  of  the  said     fu^wo^     o-_<V      r°-*^ft-  (as  TA*7  say     )  the  sum  of 

<X~U-t-    l7t<rwJ-tiL*-. &~_  Dollars,  which  shall  then  ami  there  be  made  to  apjx-ar, 

with  other  due^  Damages.     .And  have  you  there  this  Writ,  with  your  doings  therein. 

WiTNES&^AfcBBRT  Hi  Mil  SON.  Esouire,  at  Boston,  the-TTiZ^r^ day 

of    "v«  *.4,a^ _ in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  anil 

fifty  w.  &l40£- 
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ST PER I OR   COURT. 


SUFFOLK,  88. 


L 

APRIL  TIBM,  1880.        - 


Maria  Thoread,  et  al.,  vs.   Eliza  Pallies. 


PLAINTIFFS'    EXCEPTIONS. 

This  is  mi  action  of  tort  The  amended  declaration,  answer  and  amended  answer, 
arc  all  made  a  part  of  till*  bill  of  exception*. 

The  description  of  the  Plaintiffs'  close  in  said  declaration  includes,  first,  a  piece 
i.f  land  covered  with  buildings,  proved  liy  the  riaintiffs,  and  not  denied  by  the  Defendant, 
!•■  l.rloii'.'  to  the  Plaintiffs.  bounded  northwesterly  partly  on  a  court  called  Murray  Place,  and 
parfh  on  the  small  van!  next  mentioned.  Second,  a  small  yard,  on  which  the  aeU  com- 
plained i if  were  done,  claimed  by  the  Plaintiffs  to  Mong  exclusively  to  them,  and  by  the 
iM'ciiduul  to  bo  a  part  of  said  Murray  Place.  Third,  said  Murray  Place,  of  a  part  whereof 
il„  -Plaintiffs  claimed  to  own  the  fee,  and  in  the  whole  whereof  they  claimed  a  right  of  way. 
in  ..minion  with  the  Defendant,  and  with  the  owners  of  other  estates  bounding  thereon. 

It  was  in  evidence  thai  the  Plaintiffs'  buildings  aforesaid  have  windows  aud  a  door 
l.nikiii!!  mi  .«aid  small  yard,  and  that  the  build'ng  containing  the  same  was  erected  in  1832, 
luit  the  Defendant  claimed  that  the  san.e  was  not  finished  until  1834. 

The  Plaintiffs  offered  evidence  tending  to  show,  and  the  Defendant  did  not  deny, 
that  the  Defendant,  in  May,  1858,  forcibly  entered  said  small  yard,  and  threw  down  the  fence 
around  the  same,  and  dug  holes  in  the  soil  thereof,  and  inserted  posts  therein,  and  erected  a 
Lanier  attached  to  said  posts  within  about  eighteen  inches  of  the  aforesaid  wiudows  and  door, 
...  :1-  to  darken  ami  obstruct  the  same :  and  that,  at  said  time,  to  wit:  in  May,  1858,  and 
i •..  eleven  years  previous  thereto,  the  Plaintiffs  had  said  small  yard  fenced  in  and  had,  by  their 
i.  i.iiuK  open,  peaceable,  exclusive  and  adverse  possession  thereof,  under  a  claim  of  title  known 
i  ili.  Defendant.  The  plan  drawn  by  Alexander  Wadsworth,  and  produced  at  the  trial  by 
tl.e  riaintiffs.  may  lie  referred  to  by  either  liarty. 

And  the  Plaintiffs  introduced  certain  deeds,  and  other  evidence,  lending  to  show  that 

piece  of  lund,  at  the  head  of  Murray  Place,  aforesaid,  larger  than,  and  including  said  small 

"  ■  I  was  conveyed  to  their  maternal  ancestor,  Sarah  Orrok,  in  1737,  and  came  to  them  by 

1 

descent;  and  that,  for  at   least   fifty  years   before  said  May  lf58,  said  small  yard   had   I.-. 
fenced   in   substantially  as   it  then  was,  and  had   been  used  and   occupied  exclusively    l.\  tj,. 
tenants  of  the  land,  imt  denied  to  be  the  Plaintiffs'  property,  and  as  a  part  of  said  laud. 

Ily  the  same  deed  by  which  the  aforesaid  piece  of  laud  was,  as  the  Plaintiffs  chiin,..] 
conveyed  to  their  maternal  ancestor,  an  estate  numbered  38  on  Prince  Street,  was  also  on 
veyeil :  and  the  Plaintiffs  offered  in  evidence  a  copy  attested  by  the  Register  of  Probate.  <>| 
the  account  of  the  (Siturdiau  of  the  Plaintiffs,  showing  that  in  1H»4,  and  thereafter,  he  collect. -.| 
for  their  account  the  rents  of  said  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that,  and  when.  i!i< 
premises  conveyed  by  said  deed  had  descended  to  the  Plaintiffs;  but  the  presiding  judge  nil.. I 
that  the  same  was  not  admissible.  No  evidence  was  offered  by  the  Plaintiffs  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  (Suardiuii  except  what  appeared  in  said  account. 

The  Defeiiduut  produced  no  deed  to  herself  of  uny  part  of  said  small  yard,  or  nf  Mur- 
ray Place,  aud  admitted,  on  the  witness  stand,  that  she  did  not  own,  nor  claim,  the  fee  thereof:  - 
but  eluii I  that  by  conveyances  of  land  on  Murray  1  lace  to  her  she  had  acquired  as  appur- 
tenant to  said  land,  a  right  to  use  said  Murray  Place,  including  said  yard,  in  common  with 
others;  and  claimed  that  the  Plaintiffs,  by  their  deed,  dated  May  27,  1825,  to  one  Dupir 
(copies  whereof,  and  of  the  deed  to  Sarah  Orrok,  arc  made  part  of  this  bill  of  exceptions  i. 
had  conveyed  to  said  Dupee  all  their  rights,  title  and  interest  in,  and  to  Murray  Place,  ami 
had   recognized  and  admitted  by  said  deed  the  right  of  the  Defendant  iu  the  same,  and  thai 
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Ami  tlu1  Plaintiffs  prayed    the   Court,  in  writing,  to  instruct  the  jury  tliut  the  Plaintiff". 

:il  iIm'  til if  the  doing  tin-  arts  complained  of.  being  in  possession  of  tin-  luiul  on  wliii'li  sml 

a  l-  wcic  ilniii'  under  u  I'liiim  of  title  known  to  the  D«  Tcilllunt,  uml  having  so  been  in  |m» — ••- 
.inn  fur.  ill  leu-t.  elcxcu  Mnis.  tin'  Defendant,  in  order  to  justify  herself  for  doing  nui'1  •"  '"• 
inu-t  show  a  lille  ("iiiiliieusimite  with  her  arts;  lull  the  presiding  judge  refused  to  gi»e  Mm 
instructions  prayed  for.  having  previously  inslriicted  the  jury  that  this  was  uu  action  whirl 
imolved.  and  was  |o  establish  I  let  ween  the   putties,  the  title  to  laud  in  Murray  Phicc:  thai  il" 

3 

burden  of  proof  was  ii|miii  the  Plaintiffs  to  establish  their  title  to  the  laud  in  question.  Che 
.els  of  tres|uiss  alleged  by  them  to  have  lieen  committed  by  the  Dcfciiduut,  anil  the  damuge 
•unVrcd  liv  them;  and  thut  the  Plaintiffs  cannot  recover,  in  this  action,  damages  suffered  by 
iliem  from  nets  done  in  Murray  Place  by  the  Defendant,  which  interrupted  the  Plaintiffs 
enjoyment  of  li-rht  from  the  windows  in  their  building  aforesaid,  unless  the  land  in  Murray 
Plan-,  including  said  yard,  was,  at  the  time,  their  land;  and  that,' for  the  injury  of  obstructing 
the  lights,  sepurule  from  the  injury  arising  from  the  removal  of  the  fence,  the  Plaintiffs  cannot 
ill-over  in  this  action.  And  that,  if  the  Defendant  had  a  right  to  the  use  of  said  Murray 
Place  liiicluding  -aid  yard)  as  appurtenant  to  her  estate  Imundcd  thereon,  in  the  exercise  of 
ihiit  right,  if  interrupted  by  the  PluiutiftV  fence,  she  was  justified  in  removing  said  fence,  to 
•  liable  lu-r  to  enjoy  her  right  to  such  use. 

And  thut.  the  burden  of  proof  being  on  the  Plaintiff's,  and  they  having  described  in 
their  declaration  the  land  on  which  the  Defendants  acts  were  done  at  their  close,  if,  upon  the 
«hole  evidence,  the  jury  were  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  Plaintiffs'  title  to  said  land,  their  verdict 
*t  lie  for  the  Defendant. 

To  which  refusals  to  admit  the  evidence  offered,  and  to  give  the  instruction  prayed  for, 
the  Plaintiffs  excepted,  and  here,  in  Court,  tender  their  exceptions,  and  pray  that  the  same  may 
is-  allowed,  the  verdict  having  been  for  the  Defendant. 
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By  their  Attorney, 


EDWARD  BANGS. 


The    foregoing  Kill  of  Exceptions,    Itcing  found  by  me  comformaldc  to  the  truth,  is 
■reby  allowed. 

LINCOLN  F.  BRIGHAM, 


Copy :  Att.  st, 


Justice  of  Superior  Court.       £>    2 


W/fa&us+c:  \  J 1 


COMMONWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

SUPREME    JUDICIAL    COURT. 

SUFFOLK,  SS. 


Thoreau    et    At-,    vs.    Tallies. 


PLAINTIFF'S   POINTS    AND   AUTHORITIES. 

I. — A.     This  is  an  action  of  Tort,  for  injury  to  the  Plaintiff's  reversion  ;  which  is  a 
simile  for  trespass  on  the  case  for  damage  to  real  estate,  and  is  as  much   trespass  as 
••spass  quare  clausum ;  and   it  may  be  maintained  by  one  seized  of  the  reversion,  if  the 
■version  be  affected,  whenever  the  tenant  could  maintain  trespass  quare  clausum. 
Willard  tt  al.  r.  Baker,  2  Gray,  336. 
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so 

2 

D.  The  Defendant  did  not  deny  that,  for  eleven  years  previous  to  ill 
coii)|ilained  of,  the  Plaintiffs  had  the  locus  fenced  in,  and  had,  by  their  tenants,  o|>eii,  |>.  „.,  ,|, 
exclusive  and  adverse  possession  thereof,  under  a  claim  of  title  known  to  the  I ). :. ,.  , 
This  constituted  a  seizin  in  fee,  as  against  the  Defendant  ;  if  by  disseisin,  none  il<.  |..» 
seizin   in  fee  ;    and   the  Defendant  only  claimed   un  easement.     The  Court  should  v..  |,:,.. 

instructed  the  jury.     There  was  no  question  of  the  Plantiff's  title  or  ownership  to  suli 

the  jury  upon  the  evidence  ;  and  the  instruction  tl  at  "  if  upon  the  whole  evidence,  I  In:  |.:,, 
were  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  Plaintiff's  title  to  said  laud,  their  verdict  must  he  fur  il 
Defendant,"  was  erroneous.  It  was  not  as  the  Court  main  cted  the  jury  "an  action  whin 
involved  and  was  to  establish  between  the  parties,  the  title  to  land  in  Murray  Place  ;"  liecm-. 
the  Plaintiff's  title,  as  between  the  parties,  was  proved  and  conceded  ;  and  the  Defendant  Jil 
not  claim  title,  but  only  an  easement. 


fcl.     The   Plaintiffs  having    shown    such   posstssory   title,   the    Defendani    could  n 
justify    her   acts   by    merely    proving   the   easement  claimed,  unless  those  acts  were  sueli  . 
might  lawfully  be  done,  as  against  the  owner  of  the  lee,  on  the  premises  in  question,  by  "i 
having  such   easement. 

Perley  c.  Chandler,  6  Mass.  457. 

Robbins  r.  Rnrmnn  et  al.  1  Pick.  122. 

Adams  r.  Emerson,  6  Pick.  67. 

Hancock  et  al.  r.  Wentworlh.  6  Met.  440. 

J  s 

V.     The  easement  claimed  was  of  way  over,  and  use  as   a    yard    of  the    premises 
common  with  others  ;  and  some  of  the  acts   complained   of, — to    prove    the   doing   \\\\vx<< 
the  Plaintiffs  offered  evidence,   which  was  not  contradicted; — were,  subverting  the  soil,  ilu 
ging  holes  and  inserting    posts  therein  and   erecting  a   barrier,    or  structure,  attached  in  <" 
posts;  acts  which  could  not  be  justified  under  the  easement  claimed. 


G.     Wherefore  the  instruction  prayed  for  should  have  been  given  by  the  Court. 

3 

H.  That  instruction,  prayed  for  in  writing,  related  to  the  Defendant's  justification, 
which  was  in.  issue,  the  Court  refused  it,  and  put  the  case  to  the  Jnry  upon  the  question 
whether  they  doubted  the  Plaintiffs'  title  ;  which,  the  Plaintiffs  being  in  poeaesaion,  the 
Defendant,  claiming  no  title,  could  not  contest.  £ 

■S 

a, 

II.  The  instruction  that  the  Plaintiffs  could  not  recover  for  the  erection  of  a  perma-  j 

%s> 

neut  barrier,  closing  their  windows  and  shutting  out  the  light,  unless  they  recovered  for  the  w 

lestiuction  of  the  fence,  was  clearly  erroneous.     Why,  as  a  matter  of  law,  could  they  not  ?  g    v 

III.  The  office  copy  of  the  account  of  the  guardian  of  the  Plaintiffs,  from  which  it  esl    ^ 
>|.pearod   that   in    1804,  and  thereafter,  he  collected  for  the  Plaintiffs  the  rents  of  an  estate  ^ 
deluding  the  Isests  in  quo,  offered  in  evidence  by  the  Plaintiffs  for  the   purpose  of  showing  a 
that,  and  when,  said  premises  had  descended  to  the  Plaintiffs,  was  improperly  excluded  by 

lie  presiding  Judge. 
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SUPREME    JUDICIAL    COURT.  | 

I       -1 

•UWOLS,  M»  g 

Maria  Tbobiad  bt  al.  m.  Eliia  Pallix*.  =      o  "** 

^     s 

a 

SB 

—  '  a    < 

DEFENDANT'S     BRIEF.  |      £ 

a. 

This  wu  an  action  to  recover  damage*  for  an  injury  le  tha  reversionary  interest  of  J} 

the  plaintiffs,  in  the  estate  described  in  their  declaration,  after  the  expiration  of  a  leasehold  0 
estste  created  by  them. 

The  plaintiffs  claimed  to  be  the  ni—i  in  fee  of  the  estate  npon  which  the  alleged  " 

ids  of  trespass  were  committed,  resting   their  claim  npon   tww  grounds,  vix.  title  by  deed  *5 

tod  by  prescription.  - 

The  forcible  entry  of  the  plaintiff's  close  ia  the  foundation  of  the  action,  and  the  ~^- 

allegalions  that  defendant   "  subverted  the   soil,"  "  pulled  dovra  and  carried  away  a  fence,"  J: 

md  "erected  a  alructura  againat  the  door  and  windows  of  the  plaintiffs'  house,"  are  only  o 

stated  by  way  of  aggravation.  fJ*  «*»wl~i.«^~<  t    V*-~~/-*-><-  »  Wto-J  .?'/</  c 

The  presiding  Judge  instructed  the  jury  aa  follows :  o 

"That  this  was  an  action  which  involved,  and  was  to  establish  between  the  parties,  g 

the  title  to  land  in  Murray  Place ;  that  the  burden  of  proof  waa  upon  the  plaintiffs  to  estnb-  -2 

sli  their  title  to  the  laud  in  question,  the  acts  of  trespass  alleged  by  them  to  hare  been  com-  £ 

i.  tied  by  the  defendant,  and  the  damage  suffered  by  them  ;  and  that  the  Plaintiffs  cannot  _                     - 

ver,  in   this  acliou,  damages  suffered    by  them  from  acts  done  in   Murray  Place  by  the  J    |  „      S    =                     CQ 

fudant,   which   interrupted   the   plaintiffs'  enjoyment  of  light  from  the  windows  in  their  z    =  -~    =    °                           » 

Idiiig  afosesaid,  unless  the   land  in  Murray  Place,  including  aaid  yard,  was,  at  the  time,  ~    S     :    =    |T                         '3> 


2   .e     «    «  jc 
the  removal  of  the  fence,  the  plaintiffs  cannot  recover  in  this  action.     And  that  ff  the       "    |_  r:  ^Z    oc 


r  land ;  and  that,  for  the  injury  of  obstructing  the  lights,  separate  from  the  injnry  arising 


C      sT3 


irudaul  had  a  right  to  the  use  of  said  Murray  Place  (including  said  yasd)sa  appurtenant      -?         § 


13      m      03      O 
C      8    —      « 


>  s= 


J= 


state  bounded  thereon,  in  the  exercise  of  that  right,  if  interrupted  by  the  plaintiffs'      ,»    «    «    t 
0  was  justified  in  removing  said  fence,  to  enable  her  to  enjoy  her  right  to  such  use.      -S    <-   ~   2   — 
And  that,  the  burden  of  proof  being  on  the  plaintiffs,  and  they  having  described  in      ■£•£%.% 


declaration  the  land  on  which  the  defendant's  acts  were  doue  as  their  close,  if,  upon 


**"     s     m  eg 

»£»—■» 

2  «S    £    £  -°- 


-    o  -t:    o 

E      " 


the   whole  evidence,  the  jury  were  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  plaintiffs'  title  to  said  land, 

verdict  must  be  for  the  defendant."  'j  s   -    =    «        ^  « 


•o    o 


To  these   instructions  no  objections  were  made  or  exceptions  taken  by  the  plumtid\  «        —  «    §  .  c6  -c 

and  they  thereupon  requested  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury  "that  the  plaintiffs,  at  the  time  d|  S-5So  •<  fe  *!  > 

the  doing  the  acu  complained  of,  being  in  possession  of  the  land  on  which  said  acts  w.r.  i  j    »e  ,  ;£  "".    I  « 

done  under  a  claim  of  title  known   to  the  defendant,  and  having  so  been  in  possession  fur.  >,!"".!    s  t  2  ^  .    «    Z.  1 

•O    X    P          o  o  ^-*  S  10  SB          G 

at  least,  eleven  years,  the  defendant,  in  order  to  justify  herself  for  doing  said  acts,  must  show  -   -  js    g  -°  «  ^-    .  ©         „-  © 

a  title  commensurate  with  her  acts."  'j  j  £    g    •  S  «    8  j     .  5  jg 

This  instruction  was  properly  refused, —  §CTi"S>.-Sffee3     •» 


2-  S    a 

1.  Because  the  court  had  already  given  the  instructions  applicable  to  the  case,  and      -3  §    -  -„  "„  '*>  s"  •    ®    e    §  -S 

substantially  embodying  the  gist  of  the  plaintiff's  prayer.  3  _  *  s  0  g  §  O    •"«•§   § 

8  '"  *§  -1  S  ---««'■  <» 

Iw  1       S       g  S  0 

2.  The  plaintiffs'  tenants  were  in  possession  of  the  land  on  which  the  acts  were  °  »  g  a  §  E 
done,  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  trespass,  and,  as  claimed  by  defendant,  had  enclosed  the  2  *•  —  g  e  .5 
yard  in  question  ;  and  the  plaintiffs  could  have  no  reversionary  interest  in  land  which  they  '  £  ■-  ^5  -= 
did  not  own,  and  of  which  their  tenants  had  only  a  naked,  wrongful  possession.  s  -g  g  -o 
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The  several  other  questions  of  law  presented  in  the  bill  of 
exceptions  have  not  been  considered ;  because,  whatever  might 
be  the  determination  of  the  court  in  relation  to  them,  upon 
other  grounds  the  verdict  for  the  defendant  must  be  set  aside ; 
and,  as  a  decision  of  those  questions  at  the  present  time  does 
not  appear  to  be  necessary  to  secure  regularity  or  accuracy  in 
the  proceedings  upon  another  trial,  we  think  it  advisable  to  ex>j 
press  no  opinion  concerning  them.  Exceptions  sustained. 

E.  Bangs,  for  the  plaintiffs,  cited  Willard  v.  Baker,  2  Gray, 


336 ;  Hubbard  v.  Little,  9  Cush.  475 ;  Allen  v.  Taft,  6  Gray,  652; 
Perley  v.  Chandler,  6  Mass.  457;  Bobbins  v.  Borman,  1  Pick, 
122 ;  Adams  v.  Emerson,  6  Pick.  57  ;  Hancock  v.  Wentworth,  5 
Met  446  ;  Morgan  v.  Moore,  3  Gray,  322. 

N.  Morse,  for  the  defendant,  cited  Chamberlain  v.  Greenfield, 
3  Wils.  294  ;  Lienow  v.  Btichie,  8  Pick.  235 ;  Story  v.  Odin,  12 
Mass.  157 ;  Babcock  v.  Lamb,  1  Cow.  238 ;  Saunders  v.  WUsotu 
15  Wend.  33a 


XXVII 

[1859?   Fab.  10.   The  Atlas  and  Dally  Bea.  in  Boston,  to  Henry  Thoreau,  in  Con- 
cord.  Letter  missing.   This  envelope  is  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL.   Was 
H.D.T.  a  subscriber  at  this  time?   For  another  reference  to  this  periodical, 
see  Companion,  pp.  97-100.] 
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XXVIII 

[1859,  July.   Circular  from  J.  M.  Bradstreat  &  Son,  in  New  York,  to  Henry  or 
John  Thoreau,  in  Concord,  advertising  Commercial  Reports  on  the  financial  status 
of  business  men  and  businesses  in  the  larger  cities.   Their  service  was  probab- 
ly too  expensive  for  the  Thoreaus.   I  have  been  unable  to  discover  anywhere  the 
early  volumes  of  these  Reports.   The  Union  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
records  none  extant  for  the  1850's.   John  M.  Bradstreet  (fl.  1840-1860),  an  Am- 
erican lawyer  and  businessman,  established  in  Cincinnati  Tl849)  Bradatreet's  Im- 
proved Mercantile  Agency,  the  forerunner  of  the  modern  Dun  &  Bradstreat,  Inc. 
This  reproduced  circular  is  rare  and  may  be  unique.   It  is  found  among  Thoreau* s 
"Notes  on  Fruits"  in  the  Berg  Collection,  MYPL.J 
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■TV   f       ^    ^  '■         ""i.    '    '  1  '  H    •  •       :  ■•?  M>  • 

I    rir"?wl  on  A*  15th!  insf'  T  5<ft  f**1*^  of^ur  "^QMJ^kRCML  RR0OATS" 

t'contaiiiini  tfto  business  credit  o^alaout  30,cfco  BAnWs,  Merc-Mints]  M|pfa<rtur*iLliid  other^i^tho  fottowin|      f 
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XXIX 


;i859,  Aug.  12.   Thomas  H.  Mumford,  in  Philadelphia,  to  Henry  Thoreau,  in  Con- 
cord.  MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau's  loose  sheets  of  "Notes 
on  Fruits."   The  beginning  and  ending  are  not  exactly  transcribed  in  Correspon- 
dence, p.  554.   The  heading  should  read:   "Philada  Augst"  12fc.h  /  59."   The  clos- 
ing phrase  should  be:   "Respectfully  yours  &c 

Thof  H  Mumford" 


<  -^S^  ^^f  £Z^*.'s&y6y 
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XXX 

[1859,  Aug.  22.   Hobart  &  Robbins,  in  Boston,  to  Henry  D.  Thoreau,  in  Concord. 
MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau's  "Notes  on  Fruits."   It  was 
edited  without  the  important  letterhead  and  with  slight  discrepancies  in  Cor- 
respondence, p.  555.   For  other  letters,  see  ibid. .  pp.  570  and  602.   The  let- 
terhead, which  is  pressed  into  the  paper,  reads  as  follows: 


TYPE    &   ST6Q 

FoUMDftY 
HOBART  &  ROBBINS, 
66 
CONGRESS   STREET, 


^.  BOSTON 
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XXXI 

[1859,  Oct.  5.  Thoreau  was  summoned  to  Boston  as  a  witness  on  October  5,  1859, 
by  the  attorney  acting  for  Maria  and  Jane  Thoreau  in  the  case  of  Thoreau  vs. 
Pallies.  See  no.  XXVI  above  and  Correspondence .  p.  559.  He  spent  two  days  at 
this  session,  testifying  on  the  matter  of  his  aunts'  descent  from  Sarah  Orrok . 
The  surviving  court  papers  indicate  that  he  accepted  the  call  and  put  in  a 
record  for  expenses.  The  following  memorandum  is  his  claim  to  having  traveled 
forty  miles  and  spent  the  two  days  at  court.] 


[Over] 
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XXXII 

[1859?   Before  Oct.  1.   Memorandum  of  John  R.  Mauley,  treasurer,  to  Henry  Thor- 
eau,  accompanying  $50.00  for  a  single  evening  lecture.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collec- 
tion, NYPL,  among  Thoreau's  "Notes  on  Fruits,"  and  attached  to  page  301.   Since 
the  superscribed  notes  are  dated  October  1,  1859,  the  payment  for  the  lecture 
must  have  been  made  before  that  terminus  ad  quern.    Nothing  yet  provides  a  clue 
to  the  tperminus  a  quo.   I  have  been  unable  to  identify  the  occasion  in  Walter 
Harding's  "A  Check  List  of  Thoreau's  Lectures,"  Bttll .  N .  Y .  Pub .  Lib . .  LII 
(1948),  pp.  78-87. 


For  the  Lecture 
this  evening 

$50. —      John  R.  Mauley 
v-/v-*^  treasurer 


XXXIII 

[1860,  Jan.  9.   Edward  Bangs,  attorney-at-law,  in  Boston,  to  Henry  Thoreau,  in 
Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau's  "Notes  on  Fruits." 
It  has  been  edited  inaccurately  in  Correspondence .  p.  569.   The  plaintiffs  were 
Thoreau's  aunts,  Maria  and  Jane  Thoreau.   Bangs  habitually  spelled  the  name  of 
Eliza  Pallies  as  "Palleis."   The  Editors  failed  to  catch  this  and  omitted  the 
last  two  lines  of  the  letter.     Accompanying  Bangs'  letter  below  is  a  court 
record  showing  that  Thoreau  went  to  the  Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  in  Boston, 
and  took  with  him  Sophia,  both  of  whom  turned  in  a  record  for  court  costs.] 
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XXXIV 

[1860,  Jan.  9.   Hobart  &  Robbins,  in  Boston,  to  Henry  D.  Thoreau,  in  Concord. 
MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL.   Edited  with  punctuational  variations  in  Coi 
respondence .  p.  570.] 


<-^ 


XXXV 

[1860,  Jan.  9.   Franklin  Type  and  Stereotype  Foundry,  in  Concinnati,  to  Henry 
Thoreau,  in  Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection.  NYPL,  among  Thoreau *s  "Notes 
on  Fruits."   The  Editors  (Correspondence,  p.  569  J  omitted  the  important  letter- 
head, which  I  here  reproduce  along  with  what  must  have  been  the  right  margin 
of  the  letter.   The  facsimile  will  also  supply  the  original  punctuation,  from 
which  the  Editors  departed  in  four  instances.] 

[Facsimiles  on  next  page.] 

XXXVI 

[1860?  Jan.  31 0   The  Adams  Express  Company,  in  Baltimore,  to  H.  D.  Thoreau,  in 
Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau's  notes  on  "The  Dis- 
persion of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters."   See  Correspondence .  p.  605,  where  the 
Editors  assign  the  year  1861  and  omit  the  customary  bracket  for  a  conjectural 
reading.   The  year  should  probably  be  "1860".   Mr.  Stubbs  seems  to  have  made 
his  "0"  with  two  strokes:   186<7.   Thoreau  had  been  dealing  with  Lucas  Bros, 
in  1859  and  1860.  (See  Corre spondence .  p.  553.)  They  are  listed  as  Publishers, 
Stationers,  &  Typefounders,  at  170  West  Baltimore  Street.   Either  Henry  A.  Lu- 
cas relented,  accepting  the  shipment  and  paying  the  charges  before  Thoreau  had 
time  to  reply  to  the  notice,  or  Thoreau  did  not  follow  instructions — did  not 
"Answer  on  THIS  SHEET" — as  directed.   The  facsimile  will  indicate  the  correct 
punctuation  and  supply  in  brackets  the  now  missing  parts  of  this  letter. 


[Facsimile  on  page  42.] 
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XXXVTI 

1860,  Feb.  7.  Welch,  Blgelev  &  Company,  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  to  Henry  Thoreau, 
in  Concord,  dated  "Cambridge  Feb  7,  60"  and  found  in  the  Berg  Collection  of  NYPL, 
among  Thoreau* s  "Notes  on  Fruits* n  Edited  in  Correspondence,  p*  576,  with  slight 
variations:  The  original  gives  "recepting"  for  "receipting"  and  places  a  comma 
in  the  signature*  For  Thoreau* s  other  dealings  with  this  company,  see  Correspon- 
dence, pp*  554,  586,  595*  For  the  formal  letterhead  of  Welch,  Bigelow  A  Company, 
see  below  no*  XLII,] 
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XXXVIII 

[1860,  Feb.  24. 
W.  R.  Palmer  of  the 
United  States  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey 
(Treasury  Department), 
in  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  H.  D.  Thoreau,  in 
Concord,   MS.  in  the 
Berg  Collection, 
NYPL,  among  Thoreau1 s 
"Notes  on  Fruits." 
For  the  many  Reports 
issued  by  this  agency 
and  especially  for 
that  of  1858,  men- 
tioned herein,  see 
Walter  Harding, 
Thoreau1 s  Library. 
Charlottesville, 
Va.,  1957,  p.  93, 
who  mentions  that 
Eben  J.  Loomis  was 
instrumental  in 
sending  the  Reports 
to  Thoreau.   San- 
born placed  him  in 
the  Nautical  Alman- 
ac Office,  which 
Washington  authori- 
ties write  was  nev- 
er in  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey.] 
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XXXIX 

[i860,  April*   Thoreau  was  again  summoned  as  a  witness  in  the  April  Term  either  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Suffolk  County,  Massachusetts,  or  by  Edward  Bangs,  Esq,,  at- 
torney for  Maria  and  Jane  Thoreau  in  the  case  of  Thoreau  vs#  Pallies.   The  fol- 
lowing page  from  the  extant  papers  on  the  long  litigation  indicates  that  he 
obeyed  the  summons  and  spent  one  day  in  Boston  giving  testimony.   See  above  no* 
XXXIII.] 
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[I860,  Aug.  31.   Charles  P.  Ricker,  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  to  H.  D.  Thoreau,  in  Con- 
cord.  MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau' s  papers  on  "The  Dis- 
persion of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters."   See  Correspondence .  pp.  588-589,  where 
it  appears  without  the  important  letterhead.   According  to  the  Lowell  Directory 
(1861)  Ricker  was  a  printer  for  Vox  Populi  of  21  Central  Street  and  a  boarder 
at  123  East  Merrimac  Street.   He  was  also  corresponding  secretary  of  one  of  the 
two  Spiritualist  organizations  in  Lowell,  under  the  auspices  of  which  Thoreau 
read  two  papers  on  Sunday,  September  9,  1860.   I  have  been  unable  to  discover 
a  file  of  this  neutral  weekly  newspaper  for  1860,  even  in  Lowell,  but  since  it 
was  published  under  the  same  management  as  the  Lowell  Weekly  Journal  and  Cour- 
ier and  the  Daily  Journal  and  Courier,  it,  doubtless,  carried  the  same  gener- 
ous news  release  concerning  Thoreau" s  visit  as  they  did.   (See  the  Weekly 
Journal,  Friday  morning,  Sept.  7,  1860  (XXXV,  no.  40),  page  2,  col.  6,  and  the 
Daily  Journal.  Tues.  evening,  Sept.  4,  1860  (XXVI,  no.  6163),  page  2,  col.  4:) 

HENRY  D.  THOREAU,  one  of  the  most  original  and  radical  think- 
ers and  free  speakers  that  we  know  anything  about,  is  expected  to 
lecture  at  Welles  Hall  next  Sunday,  September  9th.   Mr.  Thoreau 
is  the  author  of  several  volumes  of  some  note  and  is  an  attractive 
contributor  to  the  Atlantic  Monthly.   One  of  his  books  relates  his 
experience,  while  living  one  year  solitary  and  alone,  on  the  shore 
of  Walden  Pond,  a  body  of  water  lying  in  the  towns  of  Concord  and 
Lincoln.   During  the  period  named,  he  proved  to  his  own  satisfac- 
tion that  a  man  could  live  and  have  all  the  real  necessaries  of  life, 
for  $15  a-year.   The  volume  is  an  entertaining  one,  and  no  contribu- 
tor to  the  Atlantic  writes  more  interestingly.   We  shall  expect  to 
hear  something  original  at  least  in  the  two  lectures  he  will  read 
next  Sunday  before  our  Spiritualistic  friends.   We  do  not  known  [sic J . 
however,  that  Thoreau  is  a  Spiritualist;  rather  think  he  is  not;  but, 
the  believers  in  that  doctrine  said  they  did  not  employ  Mr.  Emerson 
to  come  here  and  talk  their  ideas  and  beliefs,  but  his  own.   The 
same,  we  suppose,  is  the  condition  on  which  Mr.  Thoreau  lectures  to 
them. 

In  the  Daily  Journal  &  Courier  for  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  8,  1860  (XXVI,  no. 
6167),  page  2,  col.  3,  Thoreau' s  two  addresses  are  listed  among  the  Church 
notices  of  the  morrow: 

Sunday  Services. 

John  McKenley,  a  student  from  Fairfax,  Vt.,  will  preach  in  the 
Worthen  Street  Baptist  Church  to-morrow. 

Rev  Mr  Twiss  having  returned  from  his  vacation  will  preach  in 
the  First  Universalist  Church  to-morrow  morning,  and  lecture  in  the 
evening  at  7-  o'clock.... 

The  Kirk  Street  Church,  having  been  closed  five  weeks  for  repairs, 
will  be  re -opened  with  appropriate  services  to-morrow  morning. 

Henry  D.  Thoreau,  a  gentleman  of  marked  ability  and  great  origin- 
ality, will  speak  at  Welles  Hall  to-morrow,  forenoon  and  afternoon. 

The  Lowell  Daily  Evening  Advertiser  for  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  8,  1860  (XXV, 
no.  213),  page  2,  col.  3,  merely  listed  the  visit: 

)Xjr^'  Mr  Henry  D.  Thoreau,  the  naturalist,  will 
lecture  at  Wells'  Hall,  tomorrow,  forenoon  and  after- 
noon. 

One  cannot  today  learn  very  much  about  the  Spiritualists  of  Lowell.   The  Lowell 
Directory  for  1859.  With  a  Variety  of  Miscellaneous  Information,  ed.  H.  A. 
Cooke  and  S.  A.  McPhetres  (Lowell,  1858,  page  215)  gives  the  following : 
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SPIRITUALISTS.   There  are  two  societies  of  Spiritu- 
alists in  this  city,  one  of  which  holds  its  meetings  at 
Welles1  Hall,  and  the  other  in  the  Hall  over  the  Post 
Office  on  the  Sabbath.   To  the  former,  seats  can  be  ob- 
tained for  75  cents  a  quarter,  by  application  to  James 
Hulme,  at  the  hall  on  the  Sabbath,  or  a  single  admission 
fee  is  five  cents.   To  the  latter  the  admission  is  free, 
the  expense  being  paid  by  contributions. 

Welles 's  Hall  was  located  in  Welles 's  Block,  Merrimac  Street  at  the  corner  of 
Kirk  Street.   James  Hulme  worked  for  the  Hamilton  Corporation  and  lived  at  dif- 
ferent times  at  21  South  Street  and  in  the  rear  of  242  Central  Street. 

Also  prominent  among  this  Spiritualist  group  was  Thoreau's  host,  William  N.  Owen, 
a  dealer  in  provisions,  whose  business  was  at  77  East  Merrimac  and  whose  resi- 
dence was  at  52  East  Merrimac.   For  the  significance  of  the  Vox  Populi  as  a  non- 
partisan, liberal  newspaper,  see  Frederick  W.  Coburn,  History  of  Lowell  and  its 
j  People.  (3  vols.)  N.Y.,  1920,  II,  496-499 

"VOX    POPULI, "     LOWELL,    MASS. 
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XLI 

1860,  Oct.  5.   Augustus  Sabin  Chase,  in  Water bury,  Conn.,  to  Henry  Thoreau,  in 
.Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau' s  loose  papers  on 
"The  Dispersion  of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters."   In  Correspondence .  p.  591,  the 
Bditors  misread  the  manuscript,  giving  "H.  H.  Bellows"  for  "H.  W.  Bellows" 
(Henry  Whitney  Bellows).   Chase's  title  should  be  "Cor  Sec."   The  MS.  reads 
|"22a  ulto"  instead  of  "22nd  ult."   The  date  line  reads  "Oct  Su   1860,  the  curved 
;mark  after  the  5  representing  a  superior  J&.   See  the  appendix  for  the  circum- 
stances attending  Thoreau' s  visit  to  Waterbury.    See  also  Joseph  Anderson,  The 
Town  and  City  of  Waterbury.  Connecticut,  from  the  Aboriginal  Period  to  the  Year 
1895.  (3  vols.)  New  Haven,  1896,  II,  308-511,  for  a  sketch  of  Chase  which  helps 
illuminate  the  setting! 


AUGUSTUS   S.    CHASE. 

Augustus   Sabin  Chase  was    born  in   Pomfret,  August   15,   1828. 
He  was  the  only  son  of  Captain  Scth  and  Eliza  Hempsted  (Dodge) 

Chase,  and  was  de- 
scended from  the  earli- 
est Puritan  settlers. 

His  boyhood  was  spent 
on  his  father's  farm.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age  he 
studied  at  Woodstock 
Academy,  and  two  years 
later  took  charge  of  a 
country  school  in  Brook- 
lyn, Conn.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  went  to  Kil- 
lingly  as  clerk  in  the 
store  belonging  to  the 
Danielson     Manufactur- 


HOSE  HILL  COTTAGE.    RESIDENCE   OK  J.   <.   Wlct.l 
(BUILT   liV   W.   H.   SCOVILL   IN    1R52.) 


187* 


ing  company. 

He  came  to  Waterbury  in  1X50,  to  take  a  position  in  the  Water- 
bury bank.     In  the  following  year  he  became  assistant  cashier,  in 

1S52  cashier,  and  in  1S64  president,  a  position  which  he  has  held  for 
thirty  years.  His  connection  with  manufacturing  began  soon  after 
his  coming  here,  and  has  been  continued  ever  since.  He  is  now 
largely  interested  in  many  of  the  companies  in  Waterbury  and  is 
president  of  several  of  them,  including  the  Waterbury  Manufac- 
turing company,  the  Waterbury  Watch  company,  the  Benedict  & 
Burnham  Manufacturing  company,  and  the  Waterbury  Buckle  com- 
pany; and  in  these  concerns  he  bears  the  relation  of  a  judicious, 
practical  advisor. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  American 
Printing  company,  which  was  organized  in  1868  to  continue  the 
publication  of  the  Waterbury  American,  and  has  been  president 
of  the  company  since  1877.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Waterbury  Club  and  its  first  president.  He  is  a  trustee 
of  St.  Margaret's  school  and  has  been  its  treasurer  since  its 
establishment.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Second 
Congregational  society,  also  of  the  Waterbury  Hospital  corpora- 
tion. He  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Waterbury,  and 
has  served  the  city  on  the  school  and  water  boards  and  the 
Board  of  Agents  of  the  Bronson  library,  and  also  in  the  state 
legislature. 

Mr.  Chase's  success  in  business  has  been  due  to  qualities  not 
uncommon  in  themselves  but  somewhat  rare  in  combination.  His 
judgment  is  cool  and  deliberate;  but,  his  judgment  satisfied,  he 
brings  to  the  execution  of  his  plans  an  optimistic  faith  and  coura- 
geous determination  as  radical  in  their  way  as  the  preliminary 
planning  was  conservative.  He  is  a  steadfast  advocate  of  legiti- 
mate enterprise,  looking  for  success  through  industry,  patience  and 
proper  adaptation  of  means  to  ends.     He  has  had  faith  in  those 
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XLII 

[1860,  Oct.  30.   Welch,  Bigelow,  &  Co.,  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  to  H.  D.  Thoreau, 
in  Concord.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau *s  loose  pages  on 
"The  Dispersion  of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters."   Edited  in  Correspondence ,  page 
595,  without  the  important  heading  and  with  an  unnecessary  period  after  an  ab- 
breviation.] [See  next  page.] 

XLII  I 

[1860,  Dec.  3.   Hobart  &  Robbins,  dated  "Boston  3m  Dec'r  1860"  and  addressed  to 

Mft  Henry  D.  Thoreau 
Concord,  N.H. 

Cf.  Correspondence .  p.  602.   MS.  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau's 
papers  on  "The  Dispersion  of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters."    Not  reproduced  here. 
For  other  correspondence  with  Hobart  &  Robbins,  see  Correspondence .  pp.  555  and 
570;  and  letters  XXX  and  XXXIV  above.   Another  trade  name  was  "New  England  Type 
and  Stereotype  Foundry."] 
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ILIV 

[1860,  Doc.  27.   Formal  lettersheet  from  Amos  Bronson  Alcott  to  Henry  D.  Thoreau 
—both  in  Concord — announcing  six  conversations  to  be  held  at  the  home  of  Frank- 
lin Benjamin  Sanborn,  beginning  Saturday  evening,  January  5,  1861.   In  the  Berg 
Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau *s  "Notes  on  Fruits."   See  bottom  of  preceding 
page  and  page  52  .  ] 

XLV 

[1861,  Feb.  12.   Frederic  Tudor,  in  Boston,  to  Henry  D.  Thoreau,  in  Concord.   MS. 
in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau' s  loose  papers  on  "The  Dispersion 
of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters."   Edited  with  variations  in  Correspondence .  pp. 
605-606 i 


Correspondency 

February  12th 

per 

Yr.  Ob.  St. 

$43.03 

Benj.  F.  Field 


Should  read: 
February  12th 
pr  [twice] 
Yr.  o£   s£ 
$43. .03 
Benj?  F.  Field 


Inscribed  on  the  letter  by  the  writer  is:  "pr  Mail  same  day" — omitted  by  the 
Editors.   This  letter  indicates  another  of  Thoreau' s  sources  for  his  plumbago.] 
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XLVI 

[1861,  M&reh  22.   L,  Johnson  4  Co*s  Type  Foundry,  in  Philadelphia,  to  Henry  D, 
Thoreau,  in  Concord*   MS*  in  the  Berg  Collection,  NYPL,  among  Thoreau*s  loose 
sheets  on  "The  Dispersion  of  Seeds  and  Related  Matters* "  Edited  in  Correspon- 
dence, p*  608,  without  the  important  heading,  which  gives  the  identification  of 
"Jordan"  or  "JorDan",  who  usually  signs  orders  to  Concord— Peter  A.  Jordan* 
See  Companion,  pp.  233  and  235*   The  Editors  wrongly,  1  think,  put  "Philadelphia" 
in  brackets,  insert  a  period  at  the  end  of  the  last  sentence,  and  mistranscribe 
the  signature,  which  should  be  either  "L#  Johnson  &  C"  or  "L,  Johnson  &  Cy."  ] 
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/Am.  MatKMar, 
Jthn  F.  Smith, 
Klthsrd  Smith, 

Ptltr  A.  J,rdan 


L.  Johnson  £§f  CoSs  Type  Foundry, 

No.  606  Sansom  Street. 
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APPENDIX- 


■BACKGROUNDS 


YEOMAN'S    GAZETTE, 

AND  MIDDLESEX  WHIG. 

Concord  Mas*.  Ocroata  3,  1835. 


FOB    GOVERNOR, 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 

[Election,  second  Monday  in  November.] 


YOUNG  WHIG'S  COUNTY  CONVEN- 
TION. 

Pursuant  to  previous  public  notice,  del- 
•fates  from  the  several  towns  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  assembled  at  Coacord  on 
Thursday  October  1,  1S35. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Al- 
acaT  H.  Nelson  of  Concord,  and  the  Con- 
vention organized  by  the  choice  of  William 
W.  Whiiloon  of  Charlestown,  President, 
•ad  AiaaaT  Locke  of  Ashby,  Secretary. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  examine  tho 
credentials  of  gentlemen  present,  who  sub* 
SMuently  reported  the  nsmes  of  fifty-nine 
delegates,  entitled  »o  seats  in  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Samuel  H.  Mann,  of  Lowell. 

Charles  C.  Emerson,  of  Concord. 

John  F.  8unhu,  of  Charlestown. 
war*  chosen  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the 
Whig  County  Convention,  in  session  at  the 
Osm  House,  and  inform  lint  body  that  the 
Convention  of  young  whigs  is  now  organ- 
ises], and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tion, that  it  may  see  fit  to  make. 

Mr.  Maun,  from  the  Committee,  subse- 
quently reported,  that  the  Whig  Co.'  Con- 
vention bad,  previous'  to  the  committee's 
arrival,  charged  a  committee  with  a  mes- 
sage to  this  Convention. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whig  County  Con- 
vention appeared  with  a  message,  inviting 
this  convention,  to  sit  with  that  Where- 
upon it  was 

Voted,  That  this  convention  will  accept 
the  invitation,  and  will  sit  at  this  place 
again,  immediately  upon  the  rising  of  the 
joint  convention. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

Voted,  Thai  a  committee  of  ten  be  chosen 
fire  from  each  part  of  the  joint  convention 
to  prepare  and  present  a  list  of  names  lor 
senatorial  candidates. 

Fefesf,  To  adjourn  till  3  o'clock  P.  M. 


it  be  filled  by  the  County  committee,  from 
the  names,  that  received  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes  in  convention. 

Voted,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
vention be  furnished  for  publication  in  every 
Whig  paper  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  without  day. 

Wm.  W.  WHE1LDON,  Pre$'t. 

Albert  Locke,  See'ry. 


C.  C.  Pleas. — Judge  Cummins  held  a  ses- 
sion of  this  Court  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day of  this  week  for  the  purpose  of  disposing 
of  what  criminal  business  remained  on  the 
docket  at  the  adjournment  week  before  last. 
Several  cases  were  continued  until  the  next 
term,  and  three  were  decided  by  the  Jury. 

Pkebe  Proctor,  Carlisle.  Indicted  for 
adultery.  Plea  not  guilty,  verdict  not  guilty. 
The  attorney  entered  a  not.  pros,  on  anoth- 
er indictment  of  the  same  nature. 

Benjamin  Paul,  Sherburne.  Indicted 
for  breach  of  License  laws.  Plea  not  guil- 
ty. The  testitnouy  in  this  case  was  undis- 
puted, and  went  directly  to  the  fact  that  the 
defendant,  at  different  times,  had  sold  ar- 
dent spirits,  from  a  retail  West  India  Good 
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[See  page  6  above.      The 
Whigs  had  been  trying  to 
win  since  1835*] 


CONVKRSATIONS. 

Ma   Alootv  will  frra  *  eoorw  or  81s  CoDwreittono  ■!  the  Koonw  or  Mr.  H»n 
botD,  conaMMlng  oa  Saturday  Evening.  Jauaary  6tli.  at  7  o'clock 

Ilia  toptaa  will  to 

Pbmomal  lavLunnok, 

1>RIVATC   LlVJt, 

UKALTB   AID  TKMPKRAaSJR, 

I'trSLIO  rtPIIUT, 

Education, 
Wubahip. 

Terra*  One  DoHar  for  tbe  <  our*       Tleketo  to  be  had  at  Htaey'a  Hookftore. 
Coaconl.  Dan.  87.  1SS0. 


[See  page  49#] 
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\ 


3  WMU  ^ 


[Compare  Sanborn's  transcription,  reprinted  la  ay  Companion  te  Thoreau's  Corro- 
snondenca.  page  182*  The  abore  is  a  facsimile  of  the  original  manuscript  now 
owned  oy  tke  Pierpeat  Morgan  Library  and  is  here  reproduced  with  permission*] 


66 


CORRESPONDENCE   CONCERNING  THOREAU'S  LIBRARY   PRIVI- 
LEGES AT   THE   HARVARD  COLLEGE 
■f,-^     /    •  »  LIBRARY* 

[Dee.   10?  1842?] 
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For  background  see  my  The  Tranacendentallets  and  Minerva.  II,  chap*  XVTI. 
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[Letter  of  John  Thoreau,  Jr.,  in  Concord,  to  George  Stearns,  in  Woburn,  Mass*   MS*  in  the  Masai 
ehusetts  Historical  Society  and  edited  by  me  earlier  in  the  Emerson  Society  Quarterly,  no*  9 
(IT  Quarter  1957),  pp.  15-16.  Henry,  a  Freshman  at  Harrard,  is  mentioned*] 
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Concord.   Oct.  18th  1833. 


Friend  Stearns. 


You  will  see  by  this  epistle  that  I  am  in  the  land  of  Har- 
mony; yea  verily,  I  am  a  Sojourner  in  the  tents  of  the  peace- 
5     ful.   I  intended  to  have  written  to  you  last  week,  but  was  not 
well.   I  had  the  nose  Bleed  (ignoble  complaint)  on  Cattle  show 
day,  to  such  an  extent  that  I  fainted  from  loss  of  blood,  and 
was  not  able  to  participate  in  the  festivities  of  the  day.   I  have 
since  been  rather  weak,  and  have  not  taken  much  exercise.   I  am 

10     now  gaining  fast,  and  contemplate  many  Pedestrian  excursions.   I 
received  your  letter,  and  was  extremely  shocked  at  your  vitupera- 
tion of  "Natures  first  best  gift  to  man" ;  you  called  the  portion 
under  your  immediate  observation,  flat.  &  insipid    see  Johnson; 
Flat.   Lying  horizontally  postrate  [sic] .   Insipid.   without 

15     taste.   now  the  conclusion  I  have  arrived  at  is  this,  that  while 
lying  postrate  [sic]  you  have  found  them  without  taste;  and 
their  being  now  flat  in  another  sense  in  which  Johnson  uses  it, 
I  conceive  to  be  for  you  a  very  fortunate  circumstance   viz   Flat, 
without  protuberances .   Perhaps  these  damsels  are  not  so  bad  as 

20     you  imagine;  you  know  the  poet  says   "Woman  should  have  a  winning 
"Softness."   You  must  have  more  charity.   The  world  is  under  an 
obligation  to  woman,  which  it  can  never  repay.  &  although  some 
have  the  audacity  to  assert,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  woman- 
kind are  engaged  in  liquidating  it  at  this  present  time,  yet  I 

25     consider  it  as  base  calumny,  and  slander.   When  I  reccommend  to  you 
the  exercise  of  more  charity,  I  do  not  mean,  that  charity  which  is 
without  discretion   "That  thou  mayst  regard  discretion,  and  that 
thy  lips  may  keep  knowledge,  for  the  lips  of  a  strange  woman  drop 
as  a  Honeycomb,  and  her  mouth  is  smoother  than  oil,"    And  I  would 
particularly  reccommend  [sic]  to  your  attentive  consideration,  the 
7   Chapter  of  Proverbs.   For  my  part,  I  am  exempt  from  all  such 
temptations;  as  there  is  naught  here  save  a  few  antiquated  Spinsters, 

or  December  virgins,  if  you  will,  and  well  may  I  sing "What,s  this 

dull  town  to  me?  no  girls  are  here."    E  &  S  Hoar  are  in  the  city 

35     still.   Sarah  is  coming  up  to  enliven  this  wilderness  in  about  six 
weeks,  and  as  I  shall  probably  be  here,  I  shall  as  I  said  before, 
take  every  opp  y  of  testifying  my  admiration  of  your  choice.   Jealousy, 
tormenting  ones  self  for  fear  of  being  tormented  by  another,  so  have 
none  of  it  my  dear  fellow. You  must  not  suppose  that  "while 

40     you  slumbered,  the  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares"    no  my  dear  Othello, 
I  claim  her  by  the  right  of  a  first  discoverer;  though  perhaps  you 
think  that  this  may  terminate  like  the  discovery  of  our  Continent, 
in  being  discovered  by  one,  and  named  after  another.   In  this  respect, 
I  presume  you  have  faith,   we  read  it  is  the  substance  of  things 

45     hoped  for.   Hope  you, 11  swallow  this  last  morceau,  as  a  corrective 

of  the  pills,  and  I  pray  George  you  will  not  suffer  these  intimations 
to  disturb  your  equanimity.   I  exhort  you  to  patience,  for  I  beg  it 
may  not  be  said  of  me,  as  was  said  of  the  immortal  Gilpin;   So  J !   fair 
and  softlyl !   John  he  cried,  but  John  he  cried  in  vain.   Stearns 

50    Wheeler  &  Henry  walked  up  from  Cambridge  last  week.   Henry  blistered 
his  feet  very  badly,  he  said  he  walked  two  miles  in  his  stockings; 
he  was  three  hours  coming  from  Lincoln;  he  made  quite  a  short  visit. 
Mr  Aliens  school  is  quite  full,   he  has  over  fifty  scholars,  mostly 
small  however;  perhaps  you  are  aware  that  he  has  engaged  Miss  Lucy 

55     F.  Barrett  as  an  assistant.   A  Temperance  Socjy  was  formed  here 

about  a  week  since,  Rev,  Dr  Ripley  President.   Is  your  situation  in 
any  degree  rend,  pleasanter.    I  hope  it  will  be  such  as  to  admit  of 
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your  writing   to  me    frequently.      You  must   excuse   my  writing,    as 
I   have   no    lines,    and   our    accomodations    [ sic]    for   e[pistolary] 

go  effusions  are   very   poor.      I    shall  not   promise   you  much   satisfac- 

tion]   in  perusing  my  letters,    as  news   is   actually  obsolete   in 
this   place.      I   hope   you  will    conclude   to    pay  us   a   visit    soon, 
so   wishing  you  escape   from  certain   green  eyed  Monsters,    I    shall, 
until    some   refulgent   orb  in    (the    shape   of  a  bevy  of    fair  damsels) 

g5  shines   upon   this    deserted   land;      subscribe  myself 

Yours   from  Sahara 
John   Thoreau. 

P  S.      Please    present   my  respects    to  your   Brothers,    and  write 
soon.  J.    T. 


3  land  ef  Harmony]  Ironic  synonym  for  Concord*  He  might  hare  had  in  mind  the  familiar  motif 
of  "harmony  out  of  discord"  popular  among  eighteenth-century  poets.  See  William  S.  Walsh,  Han- 
dy-Book of   Literary  Curiosities.    London,    1898,    p.    239. 

4  Sojourner  in  the  tents]     in  attempt   at   Biblical  language.     Note  the  frequency  of   the  nouns 
in  an  unabridged  Bible  concordance  of    the  King  James  Version* 

18        "Natures  first  best  gift  to  man"]      Possibly  an  allusion  to  Milton's  Paradise  L0,t.    Bk.  V, 
lines  18-19:      "My  fairest,   my  espous'd,   my  latest  found,   /  Heaven's  last  best  gift,   my  ever  new 
delight!" 

13        see  Johnson]     Samuel  Johnson,   Dictionary  of   the  English  Language* 

18       fortunate  circumstance]     I.e. .    no  pregnancies* 

20        "Woman  should  have  a  winning  "Softness"]     Quotation  marks   should  probably  surround  only 
the  word   "Softness."     Perhaps   an  allusion  to  Paradise  Lost.   Bk.   IV,   lines  297-298:      "For  con- 
templation he  and  valor  formed,   /  For  softness   she  and   sweet  attractive  grace*" 

27       That  thou  mayest   regard  discretion....]        Proverbs   5:2-3* 

31       7       Chapter  of  Proverbs]     This  chapter  urges  wisdom  upon  a  young  man  and  describes  how  a 
prostitute  set  about  to  ensnare  one* 

33  What,s   this  dull  town  to  me.,..]        See  Grigg's   Southern  and  Western  Songster:    Being  a 
Choice  Collection  of  the  Most  Fashionable  Songs    (new  ed.    enlarged).   Phila. .   1832.   p*   70: The 
song   "Robin  Adair"  by  Brahaa  goes   as  follows: 

[Words  by  Lady  Caroline                  What's  this  dull  town  to  me?  [One  musical  setting  is 

leppell,   later  Mrs.                              Robin's  not  near,  the  old  Irish  tune  of 

Robert  Adair?]                                    Wnat  **■'*  z  wish'd  to  see?  "Eileen  Aroon."     See  E.  Cob- 

What  wish'd  to  hear?  ham  Brewer,  The  Reader's 

Where's  all   the  joy  and  mirth  Handbook,  p.   922.] 
Made  this  town  a  heaven  on  earth? 

Oh]   they're  all  fled  with  thee,  Robin  Adair. 

34  E  &  S  Hoar]     Probably  Elizabeth  H0ar  and  Sarah  Sherman  Hoar. 

40        "while  you  slumbered,   the  enemy  came  and   sewed  tares"]     See  Matthew  13:25. 
40       my  dear  Othello]     The  epithet  was   suggested  by  the  theme  of   jealousy. 

43  discovered  by  one,    and  named  after  another]     Christopher  Columbus  and  Amerigo  Vespucci 
(Amerieus  Vespucius). 

44  faith. ..the  substance  of  things  hoped  for]       Cf.  Hebrews   11:1. 

48  as  was   said  of. ..Gilpin]       See  William  Cowper,    "John  Gilpin,"  lines   85-86. 

49  Stearns  Wheeler]       Charles  Stearns  Wheeler,   of  Lincoln,   a  member  of  Thoreau's  class  at 
Harvard.      See  my  Thoreau  and  gjj  Harvard  Classmates.  Hartford,   1966,   pp.   14-15  et  passim. 

53       Mr  Aliens   school]     The  Concord  Academy,   presided  over  by  Phineas  Allen.      See  my  "Young 
Henry  Thoreau  is  the  Annals  of   the  Concord  Academy   (1829-1833),"  1  S  ft.   no.   9,   pp.   1-42* 
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54       Miss  Intejr  F.   Barrett]     On  tha  printed   "Catalogue"  of  tke  Concord  Academy  for  "The  duarter 
Inding  November,   1833"  she  is  listed  as   "Miss  Lucy  P.  r.   Barrett,  Assistant  Teacher  of  the  Kng- 
lish  Branches." 

56       Rot,   Dr  Ripley]      Ezra  Ripley* 

63       certain  green  eyed  Monsters]        See  Shakespeare's     Othello.    III.iii.166  and  IIl.ir.161. 


[The  following  letter,   which  I  preriously  edited   in  I  S  a.   no.   6   (i  CLuarter  1957),   page  48, 
is  a  part  of  Thoreau  family  correspondence,    still  uagathered.     Helen  L.   Thoream  to  Dr.  George 
Shattuek,   of  Boston,   a  manuscript   in  the  Shattuck  Collection  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,    edited  with  permission.] 


Concord,    Feb.    8.th  1838. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  sorry  to  trouble  you  again  so 
soon,  but  since  my  first  application,  the  irrup- 
tion on  my  head  has  increased  &  is  accompanied  by 
an  excessive  burning  in  my  head   ears  &  face, 
which  is  so  severe  that  I  cannot  approach  a  fire 
&  am  obliged  to  keep  myself  uncomfortably  cold. 
I  have  taken  3.  qts.  of  the  decoction  you  ordered, 
taking  a  wine  glass  full  3  times  a  day  together 
with  2.  drops  from  the  small  vial. 

Perhaps  you  will  not  think  any  other  medicine 
necessary  but  my  friends  thought  it  the  safer  way 
for  me  to  write.   Another  circumstance  also  may 
assist  you  in  judging  of  my  case.   Last  winter 
while  I  was  absent  from    home  my  sister  who  was 
never  subject  to  a  humour,  was  troubled  with  a  com- 
plaint similar  to  mine ,  &  this  season  it  came  on 
again  a  few  weeks  before  I  was  seized  with  it.   Hers 
is  evidently  the  same  disease  though  in  a  much  mild- 
er form.   Except  this  burning  which  is  more  dis- 
tressing in  the  afternoon  &  evening,  my  health  re- 
mains as  usual . 

With  many  thanks  for  your  kindness,  I  remain 

Yrs.  Respectfully, 


Helen  L.  Thoreau, 


Dr.  Shattuck. 


ENVELOPE  j 


Dr.  George  Shattuck, 
Boston. 
Mass. 
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WHY  THOREAU  DISAPPOINTED  WATERBURY,  CONN. 

Thoreau  apparently  exchanged  letters  with  the  Young  Men's  Institute,  of  Water- 
bury,  Connecticut,  in  September,  1860.   He  stated  his  terms  on  the  twenty-second 
of  that  month  in  a  note  that  does  not  survive,  and  was  assigned  Tuesday  evening, 
December  11,  and  designated  the  second  lecturer  in  the  series  for  1860-1861.   The 
first  was  to  be  the  Rev.  Henry  Whitney  Bellows,  Unitarian  clergyman  of  New  York 
(Dec.  4)  and  the  third,  James  Bayard  Taylor,  poet  and  novelist  (Dec.  18).   The 
lectures  were  to  be  delivered  in  Hotchkiss  Hall. 

Dr.  Bellows  opened  the  series  as  originally  scheduled,  but  Bayard  Taylor  seems 
to  have  cancelled  his  well  in  advance  of  December  18.   His  substitute  in  the 
third  place  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Kinnicut  Beecher,  brother  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
a  Congregationalist  clergyman  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  a  noted  opponent  of  Unitar- 
ianism.   He  was  assigned  January  8,  1861.   The  succeeding  speakers  in  the  re- 
vised schedule  were:   fourth,  the  humorist  Benjamin  Penhallow  Shillaber,  "bet- 
ter known  as  the  renowned  Mrs.  Partington,  whose  sayings  and  doings  are  known 
throughout  all  newspaperdom;"  fifth,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwin  Hubbel  Chapin,  of  New 
York,  the  foremost  Unitarian  preacher  in  America;  and,  sixth,  Governor  Thomas  H. 
Seymour,  of  Hartford.   Thoreau,  therefore,  participated  in  a  series  delivered 
principally  by  Protestant  clergymen  with  reputations  as  "orators" ;  the  others 
were  a  humorist  and  a  politician.   Waterbury,  at  this  time,  moreover,  was  exper- 
iencing a  religious  revival  through  the  recently  formed  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  some  of  whose  members  were  prominent  in  the  Institute.   During  this 
season  it  was  offering  the  public  an  independent  lecture  series,  featuring  men 
like  John  Ball en tine  Gough,  a  vigorous  temperance  lecturer;  Wendell  Phillips, 
the  celebrated  Boston  orator  and  opponent  of  slavery;  and  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
well-known  Congregationalist  preacher.2   In  addition  to  these,  special  enter- 
tainments like  the  "Festival  of  the  Graces"  (an  operetta  employing  120  attrac- 
tive young  ladies)  were  making  bids  for  public  favor.   The  sponsors  of  all  these 
enterprises  were  business  men  who  desired  to  have  "full  houses"  and  no  deficits. 

Thoreau  was  not  an  entertainer  or  an  orator.   He  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  to  large  gatherings  before  footlights.   His  subject,  retrospectively 
considered,  seemed  "impractical"  at  a  time  when  the  newspapers  were  filled  with 
Civil  War  news.   He  had,  moreover,  caught  a  bad  cold  on  December  3,  while  in- 
vestigating tree  stumps  in  the  area  of  Smith's  Hill,   and  really  should  not  have 
made  the  journey.   Waterbury  had  invited  him  only  because  he  seemed  to  be  a 
prominent  author  who  might  justify  their  fifty-dollar  investment  and  sustain 
public  confidence  in  its  lyceum.   In  evaluating  the  response  to  his  effort, 
therefore,  all  these  factors  should  be  kept  in  mind.   One  should  note  also  that 
the  Waterbury  American  gave  qualified  praise  to  several  others  on  the  program 
and  full  praise  only  to  the  entertainers  and  major  orators.   In  calling  Thoreau' s 
lecture  monotonous,  impractical,  dull,  commonplace  and  unsatisfactory  the  ly- 
ceum probably  was  assuring  the  public  that  its  bad  choice  would  not  be  repeated. 
It  was  a  denunciation  by  promoters.   The  news  reports  deserve  to  be  read  in  se- 
quence. 

INSTITUTE  LECTURES.—  The  Executive  Committee  have  their  engagements 
nearly  completed  for  the  ninth  annual  course  of  Lectures  before  the  Young 
Men's  Institute,  the  ensuing  season.   Judging  from  the  list  of  names  so 
far  as  engaged — embracing  some  of  the  old  favorites,  together  with  a  ju- 
dicious selection  from  among  the  popular  lecturers  whom  we  have  not  yet 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing — we  think  the  course  will  prove  to  be  fully 
equal  to  the  best  yet  given.   It  is  expected  that  the  opening  lecture 
will  be  given  by  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Bellows,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  the  first 
week  in  December.   He  will  be  followed  by  Henry  D.  Thoreau,  esq.,  of  Con- 
cord, Mass.,  the  well-known  author;  Rev.  Thos.  K.  Beecher,  of  Elmira, 
N.Y.,  (a  brother  of  Henry  Ward);  B.  P.  Shillaber,  esq.,  of  the  Boston 
Post,  (Mrs.  Partington);  Geo.  W.  Curtis,  esq.;  Rev.  Dr.  Chapin;  Rev.  T.  L. 
Cuyler,  and  one  or  two  others  to  be  announced  hereafter.4 
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"In  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  the  Lecture  has  become  an  institution* 
We  could  no  more  do  without  it,  than  we  could  dispense  with  our  newspapers,  our 
sleigh-bells,  or  our  muffs.   It  contributes  wonderfully  to  the  resources,  upon 
which  we  are  obliged  to  draw  during  the  long  winter  evenings.   In  these  later 
times  it  takes  the  place  of  the  Singing  School,  which  was  such  a  favorite  with 
the  'old  folks,'  when  they  were  young;  and  in  our  smaller  cities  and  towns,  it 
serres  a  purpose  similar  to  that  of  the  theater  or  the  opera  in  the  crowded 
haunts  of  fashion  and  folly.   It  is  an  institution  especially  adapted  to  the 
solid,  intellectual  characteristics  of  New  England— and  the  aggregate  that  is 
annually  paid  for  its  support  in  this  Eastern  section  of  the  Union,  is  enor- 
mous* Of  course  our  Ward  Beechers  and  Bayard  Taylors  thrive  wonderfully* 
Fifty  and  a  hundred  dollars  a  night  are  freely  and  cheerfully  paid  to  those 
who  undertake  to  furnish  an  hour's  amusement;  and  while  there  is  no  doubt  that 
in  some  eases  the  money  is  earned,  it  can  hardly  be  disputed  that  in  others  the 
expenditure  is  more  liberal  than  wise*   But  for  all  that,  we  go  in  strongly 
for  the  Lecture*   The  intellectual  crop  which  we  gather  throughout  the  course, 
may  not  in  the  end  surfeit  either  with  its  quality  or  quantity,  still  if  proper 
judgment  be  exercised  in  selecting  the  lecturers,  no  harm  will  result*"5 


Ret.  Dr.  Bellows'  Lectcrb.— The  snow  siorm 
of  Monday  evening  was  rather  prejudicial  to  the 
opening  of  the  nrst  Lecture  of  the  course,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Institute.  There 
was  a  lair  audience  in  the  Hall,  however,  consider- 
ing the  circumstances.  The  subject  of  the  Lecture 
was  "  Direction,  or  the  Face  we  Turn  to  the 
World,"  whi«h  the  Reverend  gentleman  rendered 
highly  instructive  and  interesting.  The  gentleman 
is  a  pleasing  speaker,  easy  in  his  manner,  and  at 
time*  quite  animated — though  lacking  in  that  rigor 
and  power  which  moves  an  audience  to  enthu-irv«m. 
He  is  evidently  a  man  of  close  observation,  with  a 
well-stored  mind,  and  endowed  with  practical  good 
tense.  The  general  tenor  of  his  Lecture  was 
aimed  at  the  training  of  young  men  as  fortified 
with  good  habits,  a  strict  regard  for  truth,  probity 
of  character,  eschewing  the  follies  and  vices  of  the 
day — which  he  very  happily  illustrated  by  compar- 
isons as  he  proceeded.  The  lecture  appaared  to 
give  general  satisfaction.  A  very  good  beginning 
of  the  course 
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THI  WISE. 
A.  sttgfct  coating  of  snow  and  sleet  foil  on  Mon- 
day, which  improved  the  sleighing  very  consider- 


ably, and  most  of  the  local  transporting  has  been 
dope  on  runners,  which  seem  to  slip  along  quite 
glibly,  for  winter,  the  temperature  has  been 
rather  mild  for  the  week  past,  the  thermometer  at 
sunrise  ranging  from  Id  to  S3  degree*v-yest«rday 
(Thursday)  morning  it  indicated  30  degrees.  As 
we  are  now  within  less  than  two  weeks  of  Chris** 
mas,  when  the  "days  begin  to  lengthen  the  cold 
will  begin  to  strengthen,"  according  to  the  old 
adajro. 
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Institute  Lecture. —The  second  lecture  of  the 
coarse  he/ore  the  the  Young  Men's  Institute  was 
delivered  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  by  IL  D.  Tbo- 
rean,  of  Concord,  Mass.  Mr.  Thoreau,  as  the  author 
of  two  or  three  very  entertaining  books,  one  of 
which  at  least,  descriptive  of  "  Life  in  the  Woods," 
has  passed  through  several  editions,  has  acquired 
a  deservedly  high  reputation,  bnt  at  a  popular  lec- 
turer Is  evidently  out  of  his  element.  In  fact,  as 
Artemas  Ward  would  say,  lecturing  Is  not  his 
"fort."  The  subject— "Autumnal  Tints"— is  a 
suggestive  one,  and  in  some  hands  would  have 
formed  the  basis  of  a  very  interesting  lecture, — as 
it  was,  it  was  dull,  commonplace  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. There  was  nothing  of  the  practical  and  very 
little  of  the  poetical  discoverable  in  it.  It  is  pos- 
sible, however,  that  the  monotonous  style  in  which 
it  was  delivered  prevented  the  audience  from  duly 
appreciating  whatever  of  real  merit  it  contained  as 


before  the  Institute  has  so  thoroughly  disappointed 
his  auditory.  However,  there  are  favorite  lectur- 
ers to  follow,  and  we  may  look  for  some  rich  en- 
tertainments before  the  lecture  season  is  over. 
The  next  lecture  of  the  course,  we  believe,  is  to  be 
on  the  8th  of  January. 
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Festival  of  the  Graces. 

A  very  pleasing  entertainment  came  of  at  Hot ch- 
kiss  Hall  on  Monday  evening,  called  the  "  Festival 
of  the  Graces,"  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  C.  Marsh, 
and  was  repeated  on  Tuesday  evening.  The  per- 
formance consisted  of  an  "  Operate  of  the  Seasons," 
in  which  were  engaged  120  young  ladies  and  misses 
from  five  years  old  to  "  sweet  sixteen,"— the  per- 
formance being  so  arranged  as  to  give  in  song, 
chorus,  and  scenic  effect,  an  allegorical  picture  of 
the  four  seasons,  Spring,  Summer,  Autumn  and 
Winter. 

On  drawing  the  curtain,  the  eye  of  the  spectator 
was  greeted  with  a  scene  of  animated  loveliness  iu 
which  the  ideal  of  oriental  fairyism  was  realised. 
The  seats  upon  the  stage  were  alternately  elevated 
from  the  front  to  the  rear,  so  that  each  tier  rose 
above  the  other  to  the  ceiling.  All  this  space  was 
filled  with  the  pupils,  the  younger  in  front,  and 
classified  to  the  top.  White  was  the  prominent 
dress  of  the  pupils,  with  a  sprinkling  of  gay  colors, 
which  gave  to  the  tout  en  gembU,  a  floral  personi- 
fication of  the  youthful  assemblage. 

The  performances  of  the  pupils,  considering  the 
short  time  for  preparation,  was  highly  creditable 
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to  them,  bnt  no  thanks  to  their  instructor.  Con- 
sidering the  great  variety  of  songs  and  choruses, 
we  observed  no  failures,  and  those  to  whom  act- 
ing parts  were  assigned,  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
the  scene  quite  effectively.  Some  of  the  costumes 
were  expressive,  others  fanciful — the  band  of  High- 
landers for  instance,  who  gave  "  Coming  thro'  the 
Rye,"  with  a  dash  of  scenic  execution.  The  audi- 
ence was  undoubtedly  highly  pleased,  as  well  as 
the  youthful  pupils  who  bore  their  budding  honors 
gracefully  and  complacently. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  heard  from 
some  of  the  parents  of  the  children,  a  few  things 
not  at  all  creditable  to  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Teacher  in  regard  to  the  underhanded  manner  in 
which  he  got  up  the  school,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  the  pupils  the  rudiments  of  music,  only  so 
far  as  to  get  up  a  show  and  pocket  the  proceeds  of 
the  Concert.  Nothing  was  at  first  intimated  about 
extra  costumee  and  other  expensive  preparations, 
to  be  borne  by  the  pupils.  But  if  our  people  are 
so  green  as  to  encourage  every  irresponsible  itin- 
erant that  comes  along,  they  must  take  the  conse- 
quences. We  trust  they  will  be  more  careful  here- 
after. 
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Ixstituti  Lectttbbs.— The  thlrl|  lecture  of  the 
count  before  the  Young  Men's  Institute.,  will  be 
delivered  in  Hotchkias  Hall,  on  Tuesday  evening 
next,  Jan.  8th,  by  the  Rev,  ThohabJKI  Bhchxb, 
of  Elmlra,  N.  Y .  Mr.  Beecher  is  a  brother  of  Henry 
Ward,  and  has  acquired  considerable  reputation  as 
a  lecturer.  There  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  full  house 
on  the  occasion. 


[Jan.    4,    1861,    p.    2] 


generosity  of  the  audience  for  a  suitable  compt  n- 
sation.  provided  fhey  were  satisfied  -with  h is  per- 
formance. The  result  was  in  his  favor —  tl.c  audi- 
ence were  well  pleased,  and  at  the  close  thpy  sig- 
nified their  approbation  by  a  handsome  eor.trif.;;- 
tion.  The  Profes«or  is  no  humbug:  bit:  mi  the 
contrary,  executes  all  that  is  eel  down  in  the  bill, 
and  withal  is  a  very  gentlemanly  person. 

He  also  performed  to  a  iarge  audienc-   on  Tues- 
day evening. 

[Jan*    25,   1861,   p,   2] 


INSTITUTE  LECTIRE. 

The  third  lecture  of  the  course  was  delivered  in 
Hotchkiss  Hall,  last  Tuesday  evening,  by  the  Rev, 
Thomas  K.  Beecher,  of  Elmira,  X.  Y.    There  was 
quite  a  respectable  audience  present,  and  the  lec- 
turer acquitted  himself  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
subject  would  permit.    His  theme  was  "  Social  De- 
mocracy," or  a  comparison  between  a  simple  De- 
mocracy and  Republicanism,  though  free  from  any 
party  allusions.     He  is  a  very  fair  speaker,  has  a 
smack  of  the  Beecher  family  in  him,  and  upon  a 
subject  more  adapted  to  a  mixed  audience  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  would  no  doubt  have  given  com- 
plete satisfaction;    As  it  was,  some  few  were  prob- 
ably disappointed,  while  the  greater  portion  were 
much  pleased  and  edified  with  the  lecture. 


[Jan.   11,   1861,   p.   2] 


Focbth  Lbctubb.— The  fourth  lecture  of  the 
course  before  the  Waterbury  Young  Men's  Insti- 
tute, will  be  delivered  at  Hotcbkiss  Hall  on  "Wed- 
nesday evening  next,  by  B.  P.  Shillaber,  better 
known  as  the  renowned  Mrs.  Partington,  Whose 
sayings  and  doings'  are  known  throughout  all 
newspaperdom.  He  is  a  genial  and  witty  writer,  a 
popular  speaker,  and  will  no  doubt  choose  a  theme 
outside  the  hackneyed  course,  and  which  will 
please  all  classes.  We  bespeak  for  him  a  full 
house.        -         

[Jen.   11,   1861,   p.   8] 


Pr.or.  Carl.— This  popular  performer,  who  pos- 
sesses many  of  the  magical  traits  of  Signor  Blitz, 
with  the  addition  of  almost  incredible  feats  of  phy- 
sical strength,  was  honored  with  an  overflowing 
house  at  Hotcbkiss  Hall,  on  Monday  eveninc:  last, 
chiefly  composed  of  our  most  respectable  citizens: 
He  issued  cards  of  invitation,  and  relied  upon  the 


Fifth  Institute  Lectukb.— The  next  lecture 
before  the  Young  Men's  Institute  will  be  deliver- 
ed at  Hotcbkiss  Hall,  on  Tuesday  evening  of  next 
week,  February  36th,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chapin,  of 
New  York.  The  gentleman  is  so  well  and  favora- 
bly known  here  that  further  eulogy  would  be  »u- 
perfluous.  We  trust  that  the  Reverend  Lecturer 
will  be  honored  by  a  full  house  on  the  occasion. 


[Feb.   22,   1861,   p.   2] 


R«r.  D*.  Chapin's  Lectcm.— No  better  evi- 
dence of  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Chapin  as  a  lecturer 
in  this  community  could  be  manifested,  than  by 
the  large  and  intelligent  audience  which  assembled 
at  Hotcbkiss  Hall  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  When- 
ever the  Young  Men's  Institute  have  secured  his 
•erviees  they  have  had  no  fears  as  to  the  result, 
either  in  a  satisfactory  or  pecuniary  point  of  view. 
The  theme  of  his  lecture  was  "  Man  and  his  Work," 
a  subject  worthy  of  the  speaker's  genius,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  he  did  it  justice.  As  a  disser- 
tation upon  the  uses  and  purposes  of  man,  his 
adaptation  to  some  position  of  usefulness  In  the 
grand  scale  of  creation,  it  was  never  surpassed  to 
oar  knowledge ; — no  garbled  report  could  convey 
an  accurate  idea  of  the  brilliant  suggestions  in 
which  it  abounded,  or  the  eloquence  with  which 
they  were  portrayed.  Every  sentence  conveyed 
some  idea  of  Instruction,  and  the  interest  increased 
as  ha  advanced  unto  the  close— the  peroration  be- 
-fag*  the  grandest  of  all,  in  which  bis  sublime  apos- 
trophe to  the  "  Union,"  thrilled  the  audience  like 
an  electric  shock,  showing  how  deeply  planted  is 
that  sentiment  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 


[Mar.   1,   1861,   p.   2] 
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Sixth  Inrircn  Locrunx— The  sixth  lector* 
of  the  course  before  the  Young  Men's  Institute  of 
this  city  will  be  delirered  at  Hotchklss  Hell,  on 
Wednesday  evening  of  next  week,  April  8,  by  the 
Hon.  Tbos.  H.  8eymour,  of  Hartford.  Got.  Sey- 
mour U  favorably  known  here,  baring  occupied 
MTerml  prominent  positions  before  the  pnblic,  tbo' 
bow  retired  to  private  life.  His  subject  is  the 
"Coronation  of  Alexander  II."  the  present  Emper- 
or of  Russia,  of  which  pageant  he,  as  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States,  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness. A  lecture  on  this  subject  will  of  course  natur- 
ally include  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  of  the  late  Emperor  Nicholas,  father  of 
the  present  Emperor,  Alexander  II.  We  notice 
that  wherever  it  has  been  delivered  it  is  spokcu  of 
in  the  highest  terns. 

■  i 

[Mar.   29,   1861,   p.    8] 


Postponement. — It  has  been  thought  best  for 
sattefactfory  reasons,  to  postpone  tbc  lecture  of 
ex-Gov.  Seymour,  before  the  Young  Men's  Insti-  ! 
tute,  to   Friday  evening,  April   12th,   when  il  is  j 
hoped  the  walking  will  be  improved  and  the  wca-  j 
ther  more  favorable. 

[Apr*   5,   1861,   p.   a] 


the  main  branch  of  the  subject.  Tin-  audience 
were  evidently  intercbtcd  and  gratified  with  the 
performance  which  was  dictated  in  good  taste,  and 
unostentatiously  delivered  As  a  whole,  the  lec- 
turer acquitted  himself  very  much  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  auditors. 

- [Apr.   19,   1861,   p.   «] 


Bar.  H.  W.  Beeckeb/s  Lectubx.— The  Young 
Hen's  Christian  Association,  at  the  suggestion  of 
a  another  of  prominent  citiaens,  have  engaged  the 
Bar.  Henry  ward  Beecber  to  give  a  lecture  under 
It*  soapiest,  on  Monday  evening  next,  at  Hotchklss 
HalL  They  have  doae  this  partly  for  the  purpose 
of  strengthening  the  foods  of  their  Association,  in 
connection  with  a  desire  to  afford  their  fcllow-citi* 
seas  an  opportunity  to  bear  one  of  the  most  elo- 
quent of  pulpit  orators.  When  the  laudable  object 
of  this  Association  Is  considered,  its  moral  influ- 
ence upon  society,  as  well  as  those  who  compose 
tt— we  trust  that  all  who  feel  an  Interest  in  sns- 
taioiag  so  excellent  an  enterprise  will  give  their  I 
alteadaooa    Do  not  forget  the  time  which  is  next 

*"*— —  [Apr.   6,   1661,  p.   2] 


Gov.  Setmoi'b's  Lectuke.— Our  readers  are  re- 
spectfully reminded  that  the  lecture  of  ex-Governor 
SorarovB,  before  the  Young  Men's  Institute,  is  to 
take  place  at  Hotchkiss  Hall  this  evening,  at  the 
usual  hour.  Subject :  "  Coronation  of  Alexander 
II."  As  the  lecturer  was,  at  the  time  of  the  coro- 
nation. Minister  Plenipotentiary  ao  Russia,  and  an 
honored  guest  at  the  brilliant  ceremonials,  bis  ac- 
count of  the  same  will  no  doubt  be  graphic  iu  its 
description,  and  give  his  hearers  a  correct  view  of 
the  parade  and  magnificence  displayed  on  that  oc- 

Ca-iOD'  [Apr.   16,  1861,   p.   8 


Institute  Lectuees.— The  lecture  of  ex-Go  v. 
Thomas  H.  Seymour  before  the  Young  Men's  In- 
stitute, at  Hotchklss  Hall,  on  Friday  evening  last, 
drew  together  a  highly  respectable  audience.  Hi.-, 
subject,  the  "Coronation  of  Alexander  II.,"  as 
a  spectacle,  was  graphically  described,  besides 
which  be  interwove  his  theme  with  a  variety  of 
incident  novel  to  bis  bearers,  in  connection  with 


|y  The  lecture  of  Henky  Ward  Beeciieu,  at 
Hotchklss  Hall,  on  Monday  evening  last,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Assoc-iat  i  on , 
attracted  one  of  the  largest  and  most  intelligent 
audiences  of  any  popular  lecturer  for  the  year  past. 
Every  seat  on  tbc  first  floor  was  packed,  besides 
seats  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  aisles,  and 
considerable  numbers  occupied  the  gallery.  His 
subject  was  Young  America,  a  fruitful  theme,  which 
gave  the  speaker  a  wide  range  to  indulge  in  as 
many  Beccherisms  as  be  chose,  we  believe  without 
offending  the  most  tender-footed  political  partisan. 
The  audience  appeared  to  enjoy  the  lecture  with 
great  unanimity,  sparkling  as  it  did  with  flashes  of 
wit  and  eloquence,  diversified  occasionally  with 
massive  original  and  practically  sound  logic.  So 
for  as  we  have  heard,  his  auditor?  all  concur  in  ex- 
pressing their  unminglcd  satibfaction. 

[Apr.  16,  1861,  p.  a] 


orneiAiL  call,  fob  troops. 

The  Secretary  of -War  has  issued  the  call  to  the 
Governors  of  the  different  States,  for  their  quota  of 
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75,000  men,  to  constitute  the  army  to  serve  as  in- 
fantry or  riflemen,  for  a  period  of  three  months, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
der of  the  President.  The  quota  for  each  State  is 
as  follows  : 

Maiae,  New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Arkans:is,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, Iowa,  Minnesota,  one  regiment  each. 

Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  two 
regiments  each. 

New-York,  seventeen  regiments. 

Pennsylvania,  Blxtcen  regiments. 


Ohio,  thirteen,  regiments. 

New-Jersey, Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  four 
regiments  each. 

Illinois  and  Indiana,  six  regiments  each. 

Virginia,  three  regiments. 

It  Is  ordered  that  each  regiment  shall  consi-t,  on 
an  aggregate  of  officers  and  men,  of  TbO.  The  total 
thus  to  be  called  out  is  7^,391 ;  the  remaindi  r  to 
constitute  the  75,000  men  under  the  President's 
proclamation  will  be  composed  of  troops  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 
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1  See  Joseph  Anderson,  The  Town  and  City  of  Water-bury .  Connecticut,  from  the  Ab» 
original  Period  to  the  Year  1895.  (3  TolsT)   New  Haven,  1896,  III,  1022-1023: 

"The  Young  Men's  institute  was  organized  in  1858  with  the  following  officers: 
President,  Green  Eendrick;  rice-president,  C.  S.  Sperry;  secretary,  G.  L#  Town- 
send;  treasurer,  A.  F.  Abbott;  directors,  the  Rev.  S.  W.  Magill,  the  Rev*  J*  G# 
Easton,  the  Ray.  Joseph  Smith,  Henry  W.  Benedict,  John  Andrews.   In  was  incor- 
porated in  1854.   The  following  advert!  seaent,  which  appeared  in  the  Waterbury 
American  of  December  24,  1852,  indicates  the  place  which  it  was  intended  to  fill 
in  the  life  ef  the  community: 

YOUNG  MEN'S  INSTITUTE.   Certificates  of  membership  are  new  ready,  and 
may  be  procured  of  the  secretary,  at  the  American  office,  Gothic  hall. 
Members  of  the  institute  will  be  entitled  to  free  tickets  to  the  valuable 
course  of  lectures  announced  above.   They  will  also  be  entitled  to  free  ac- 
cess to  the  reading  room,  fitted  up  in  a  neat  and  pleasant  style,  and  sup- 
plied with  newspapers  and  periodicals  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  together 
with  some  of  the  foreign  reviews.   The  committee  have  also  secured  conven- 
ient rooms  for  a  sitting  room  and  for  class  instruction,  under  competent 
teachers,  free  to  all  members  of  the  institute.   In  addition  to  the  above, 
a  valuable  library— a  generous  donation  to  the  institute— and  to  which  ad- 
ditions of  valuable  and  entertaining  books  will  be  made,  is  to  be  opened 

in  a  few  days  for  the  use  of  the  members.   „   T   -rtt«,o»*m   *    * 

*  G*  L.  TOWNSEND,  Secretary* 

"Of  the  several  departments  here  outlined,  there  were  two  that  received  more  at- 
tention than  the  others— namely,  lecture  courses  and  the  library.   For  several 
years  courses  of  lectures  were  conducted  by  the  managers  of  the  institute,  with 
the  success  which  was  so  easily  attained  during  the  earlier  lecture  era  in  Ameri- 
can life.   Some  of  the  eminent  men  who  were  brought  here  under  these  auspices 
are  mentioned  further  on  in  this  chapter.   The  interest  in  the  library  continued 
to  increase  for  some  years.   In  February,  1853,  it  contained  380  volumes,  300  of 
which  were  received  from  the  Waterbury  Library  association.   In  1857  the  number 
of  volumes  was  1087.   In  1868  the  institute  owned  3000  volumes,  which  by  vote 
of  the  directors  were  passed  over  to  the  board  of  agents  of  the  newly  organized 
Bronson  library*   By  this  action  the  career  of  the  institute  was  practically 
ended." 

[Page  1030:]   "While  the  lecture  'boom*  was  at  its  height,  many  men  whose  fame 
is  world-wide  spoke  from  the  platform  here  in  Waterbury,  most  of  them  in  the  in- 
stitute courses,  and  local  talent  also  has  been  drafted  into  the  service  at  more 
or  less  frequent  intervals  ever  since.  The  course  of  1853-54  included  these 
names:  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Wendell  Phillips,  Henry  C*  Doming,  the  Rev*  A*  L. 
Stone,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev*  E.  H*  Chapin,  D.D.  The  course  of  1856-57  included 
Thomas  Starr  King,  Arthur  Gilman,  and  Fernando  Wood.   The  course  of  1858-59  in- 
cluded Bayattfcl&ylor,  John  G.  Saze,  the  Rev*  Dr*  R*  S*  Storrs,  Dr*  J.  G*  Holland 
and  Bishop  William " 

2  Ibid.,  Ill,  pp.  568-569. 

3  See  Walter  Harding,  A  Thoreau  Handbook.  N.Y.,  1959,  p.  14. 

4  Waterbury  American.  Nov.  16,  1860,  p.  2,  col.  1.   The  original  roster  in- 
cluded George  William  Curtis  and  Theodore  Ledyard  Cuyler,  New  York  Presbyterian 
clergyman.   Both  seem  to  have  withdrawn  their  names. 

5  Ibid. .  Dee.  3,  1858,  p.  2,  eel.  3.  Reprinted  from  the  Hartford  Post. 
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ANN  STREET,  New  York,  20 

ANTI -SLAVERY  STANDARD.  19 

APRICOTS,  9 

ARROWHEADS,  10 

ASHBY,  Massachusetts,  52 

ASIA.  Steamship,  65 

ASSAULT  AND  BATTERY,  52 

ASTOR  HOUSE,  New  York  City,  17 

ATLANTIC.  Steamship,  65 

ATLANTIC  MONTHLY.  45 

ATLAS  AND  DAILY  BEE.  THE.  35 

"AUTUMNAL  TINTS"  (Thoreau) 


B 


BACON,  FRANCIS,  10 

BALTIMORE,  Maryland,  40,  42 

BALTIMORE  STREET,  Baltimore,  42 

BANGOR,  Maine,  6 

BANGS,  Edward,  29-30,  33,  38 

BANK  OF  KENDUSKEAG,  51 

BARRETT,  CLIFTON  WALLER,  6-7,  18, 
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BARRETT,    LUCY   P.    F.,    57-59 

BARTLETT,    W.    E.,    8 

BEACH,  ALFRED  E.,  15-16 

BEDFORD,  Massachusetts,  13;  its  ly- 
ceum,  12 

BEECHER,  HENRY  WARD,  60-61,  63,  67; 
"Young  America,"  64 


BEECHER,  THOMAS  KINNICUT,  60;  "So- 
cial Democracy,"  63 

BEECHERISMS,  64 

BEEKMAN  STREET,  New  York  City,  16 

BELL,  JOHN,  65-66 

BELLOWS,  HENRY  WHITNEY,  47-48,  60; 
"Direction,  or  the  Face  we  Turn  to  the 
World,"  61 

BENEDICT,  HENRY  W.,  67 

BENEDICT  &  BURNHAM  MANUFACTURING 
CO.,  47 

BENNET  AVENUE,  26 

BERG  COLLECTION,  New  York  Public 
Library,  13  et  passim. 

BIBLE,  58;  Proverbs  5:2-3  (58); 
Proverbs  7  (57-58);  Matt.  13:25  (58); 
Hebrews  11:1  (58) 

BILL  OF  EXCEPTIONS,  29 

BLACK  LEAD.   See  Plumbago. 

BLITZ,  SIGNOR,  63 

BOOK  OF  COMMERCIAL  REPORTS  (Brad- 
street) 

BORROWDALE,  Cumberland,  13 

BOSQUE,  SUZETTE,  7 

BOSTON,  Massachusetts,  13,  22-26, 
33,  35-36,  38,  40,  48,  57,  59-60 

BOSTON  POST.  60 

BOSTON  STEREOTYPE  FOUNDRY,  13 

BOTANY,  curious  experiment  in,  19 

BOTTS,  JOHN  M.,  66 

BOWDEN,  SAMUEL,  37,  44 

BOWERS,  CHARLES,  12;  "Shoemakers," 
13 

BRADFORD,  GEORGE,  13 

BRADSTREET  (J.  M. )  &  SON,  Commer- 
cial Reports.  33 

BRADSTREET,  JOHN  M.,  33 

BRADSTREET 'S  IMPROVED  MERCANTILE 
AGENCY,  33 

BRAHAM,  JOHN?   58 

BRECKINRIDGE,  JOHN  CABELL,  65 

BREWER,  E.  COBHAM,  The  Reader's 
Handbook.  58 

BRIGHAM,  LINCOLN  F.,  29 

BRISBANE,  ALBERT,  107 

BRITTON,  JOHN,  10 

BRITTON'S  MILLS,  10 

BROADWAY,  12 

BRONCHITIS,  9 

BRONSON  LIBRARY,  Waterbury,  Connec- 
ticut, 47,  67 

BROOKLYN,  Connecticut,  47 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.,  12,  14,  20 

BROOMS  STREET,  New  York  City,  15 

BROTHER  JONATHAN.  10 

BROTHERS  HARPER.  THE  (Exman) 

BROWN,  ABRAM  ENGLISH,  History  of 
the  Town  of  Bedford.  13 

BROWN  (EDWIN)  &  ALLEN,  22 
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BROWN  (EDWIN)  &  COMPANY,  22-23 
BROWN  BROTHERS  &  COMPANY,  22 
BROWN,  EDWIN  LEE,  22 

BROWN,  WILLIAM  D.,  14-17,  19-21,  2  4 
BULLETIN  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LI- 
BRARY. 13,  38 

BUTTERNUTS,  N.  Y.,  6-7 
BYAM,  LOVINA,  37 


CAB-MEN,  11 

CAMBRIDGE,  Massachusetts,  42,  48- 
49,  55-56 

CAMERON,  KENNETH  WALTER:   Companion 
to  Thoreau *s  Correspondence.  6  et  pas- 
sim; Emerson  the  Essayist.  21;  "Emerson, 
Thoreau,  Parson  Frost,  and  'The  Prob- 
lem, '"  21;  Emerson's  Workshop.  16,  24; 
"Harvard  Records  of  Thoreau 's  Closest 
Friends,"  6;  "Memorabilia  of  Thoreau *s 
Concord  Academy  Friends,"  6;  Thoreau 
and  His  Harvard  Classmates.  58;  "Thor- 
eau" s  Three  Months  Out  of  Harvard  and 
His  First  Publication,"  6;  Transcenden- 
tal Climate.  13,  24;  The  Transcendental- 
ists  and  Minerva.  55;  "Young  Henry  Thor- 
eau in  the  Annals  of  the  Concord  Academy 
(1829-1833),"  13,  58 

CANTON,  Massachusetts,  25 

"CAPE  COD"  (Thoreau) 

CAPO  DI  MONTE,  7 

CARL,  PROFESSOR,  63 

CARLISLE,  Massachusetts,  52 

CASTLE  GARDEN,  11 

CASTLETON,  Staten  Island,  N.Y.,  7, 
11 

CATTLESHOW  DAY,  57 

CEDARS,  9 

CENTRAL  STREET,  Lowell,  45-46 

CEREALS:  wild  grass  converted  into 
c. ,  19 

CHAMBERS'S  JOURNAL  OF  POPULAR  LITER- 
ATURE. SCIENCE.  AND  ARTS.  19 

CHANNING,  WILLIAM  ELLERY,  10 

CHANNING,  WILLIAM  HENRY,  10 

CHAPIN,  EDWIN  HUBBEL,  60,  67;  "Man 
and  his  Work,"  63 

CHARLESTOWN,  Massachusetts,  52 

CHARITY,  5  7 

CHASE,  AUGUSTUS  SABIN,  47 

CHASE,  ELIZA  HEMPSTED  (DODGE),  47 

CHASE,  SETH,  47 

"CHECK  LIST  OF  THOREAU 'S  LECTURES, 
A"  (Harding) 

CHENANGO  COUNTY,  N.Y.,  7 

CHERRIES,  9 

CHRISTMAS,  61 

CINCINNATI,  Ohio,  33,  40-41 

CIVIL  WAR,  13,  60,  64,  66 

CLAIBORNE,  WILLIAM  CHARLES  COLES,  7 

CLARK,  THOMAS,  37,  39,  44 


CLIFF  STREET,  New  York  City,  14-15 

CLOVE  ROAD,  7,  10 

COAST  SURVEY  OFFICE,  43 

COBURN,  FREDERICK  W.,  History  of 
Lowell  and  its  People.  46 

COCHRANE,  JOHN,  66 

COLUMBUS,  CHRISTOPHER,  57-58 

"COMING  THRO'  THE  RYE,"  62 

COMMERCIAL  REPORTS  (Bradstreet) 

COMPANION  TO  THOREAU 'S  CORRESPON- 
DENCE (Cameron) 

COMPROMISE,  66 

CONCORD,  Massachusetts,  26,  53,  56, 
59;  called  "Harmony,"  58;  formation  of 
Temperance  Society,  57;  Whig  Convention 
in  1835,  52;  "List  of  Persons  Qualified 
to  Vote. . .1856,"  16,  24;  Memoirs  of . . . 
the  Social  Circle.  6 

CONCORD  ACADEMY,  6,  12-13;  Thoreau ' s 
friends  there,  6 

CONCORD:  AMERICAN  TOWN  (Scudder) 

CONCORD  BANK,  Concord,  Mass.,  50 

CONCORD  CENTER,  12 

CONCORD  LYCEUM,  13 

CONCORD  RIVER,  10 

CONEY  ISLAND,  12 

CONGREGATIONALISM,  60 

CONGRESS,  66 

CONGRESS  STREET,  Boston,  35 

CONSTITUTION  of  the  United  States, 
66 

COOKE,  H.  A.,  45 

CONVERSATIONS:  Alcott's  course  of 
C,  49,  52 

"CORONATION  OF  ALEXANDER  II"  (Sey- 
mour) 

COSMAN,  MAX:   "Thoreau  on  Staten  Is- 
land," 7 

COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  52 

COWPER,  WILLIAM,  "John  Gilpin,"  58 

CRABS,  9 

CRAWFORD,  J.  A.,  66 

CROTON  RESERVOIR,  10 

CROTON  WATER-WORKS,  9 

CRUCIBLES,  13 

CUMBERLAND,  England,  13 

CUMMINS,  JUDGE,  52 

CURTIS,  GEORGE  WILLIAM,  18,  60,  67 

CUSHING,  W.,  12 

CUSHING,  WILLIAM,  12-13 

CUYLER,  THEODORE  LED YARD,  60,  67 


DANIELSON  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY,  47 
DAVENPORT,  MR.,  10 
DAVIS,  WILLIAM  T.,  7 
DEARBORN,  J.  B.,  44 
DEARBORN,  P.  B.,  39 
DEMING,  HENRY  CHAMPION,  67 
DEMOCRACY,  63 
DENYSE,  WILLIAM,  19 


70 


DIAL.  THE.  9-10 
"DIRECTION"  (Bellows) 
DISOSWAY,  MR.,  10 
DODGE,  ELIZA  HEMPSTED,  47 
DOUGLAS,  STEPHEN  ARNOLD,  65 
DUN  &  BRADSTREET,  INC.,  35 
DUNCAN,  WILLIAM  BUTLER,  7 
DUPEE,  MR.,  26,  28 


EAST  MERRIMAC  STREET,  Lowell,  45'-46 

EASTON,  J.  G.,  67 

EDUCATION,  5  2-55 

"EDUCATION"  (Alcott) 

EGYPT,  19 

"EILEEN  AROON,"  58 

ELECTROTYPE,  14 

ELECTROTYPING,  35 

ELMIRA,  N.  Y.,  60,  63 

EMERSON,  CHARLES,  7 

EMERSON,  CHARLES  CHAUNCY,  52 

EMERSON,  HAVEN,  7 

EMERSON,  LIDIAN,  7 

EMERSON,  RALPH  WALDO,  7,  9;  and  the 
Spiritualists,  45;  his  letter  of  recom- 
mendation for  Henry  Thoreau,  54;  "The 
Problem,"  21 

EMERSON,  WILLIAM,  7,  9 

EMERSON,  WILLIAM,  JR.,  7 

"EMERSON,  BARZILLAI  FROST,  AND  THE 
DIVINITY  SCHOOL  ADDRESS"  (Wright) 

EMERSON  HILL,  7 

EMERSON  SOCIETY  QUARTERLY.  6,  57-59 

"EMERSON,  THOREAU,  PARSON  FROST, 
AND  'THE  PROBLEM'"  (Cameron) 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA  AMERICANA.  13 

ENGLAND,  13 

ENVELOPES  addressed  to  Thoreau,  23, 
25,  33 

ETZLER,  JOHN  ADELPHUS:   The  Paradise 
within  the  Reach  of  all  Men.  10 

EUROPA.  Steamship,  65 

EVERETT,  EDWARD,  52 

EXMAN,  EUGENE:   The  Brothers  Harper. 
14  — 


FABRE,  M.,  19 

"FACE  WE  TURN  TO  THE  WORLD"  (Bellows) 

FAIRFAX,  Vermont,  45 

FAIRYISM,  6  2 

FESTIVAL  OF  THE  GRACES,  60,  62 

FIELD,  BENJAMIN  F.,  50 

FILMER,  WILLIAM,  15-16 

FILMER  &  COMPANY,  15,  20 

FINGERBOARD  ROAD,  10 

FIRST  CHURCH  in  Concord,  Mass.,  53 

FIRST  UNIVERSALIS!  CHURCH,  Lowell, 


FRANCIS  II,  65 

FRANK  &  ATKINSON,  24-25 

FRANKLIN  TYPE  &  STEREOTYPE  FOUNDRY, 

40-41 

FREE  STATES,  66 
FREEMAN'S  BANK,  36 
FRICTION  of  machinery,  13 
FROST,  BARZILLAI,  21-22,  56 
FULTON  AVENUE,  Brooklyn,  20 
FULTON  STREET,  New  York  City,  15, 

17 


GAETA,  65 
GARIBALDI,  65 
GARLIC,  9 

GILMAN,  ARTHUR,  67 
GILPIN,  JOHN,  57 
GNEISS,  13 
GOAT'S -EYE,  19 
GODWIN,  PARKE,  9 

GOTHIC  HALL,  Waterbury,  Conn.,  67 
GOUGH,  JOHN  BALLENTINE,  60 
GRACES,  Festival  of  the,  60,  62 
GRAPHITE.   See  Plumbago. 
GRASSES:  fruit  g.,  19 
GREAT  WESTERN.  9 
GREELEY,  HORACE,  10 

GREENWICH  STREET,  New  York  City,  24 
GRIGG'S  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN  SONG- 
STER. 58 

GRIMES,  MADAME,  12 
GRYMES,  ALFRED,  7 
GRYMES,  JOHN  RANDOLPH,  7 
GRYMES,  SUZETTE  (MADAME),  7,  12 
GRYMES'  HILL,  Staten  Island,  7 


GUM  TREES,  9 


H 


45 


FLYNN,  DAVID,  37 

FORT  LEAVENWORTH,  Kansas,  65 


HAMILTON  CORPORATION,  Lowell,  46 
HANDY -BOOK  OF  LITERARY  CURIOSITIES 
(Walsh) 

HANSON,  Massachusetts,  25 
HARDING,  WALTER:   "A  Check  List  of 
Thoreau' s  Lectures,"  13,  38;   Corre- 
spondence of  Henry  David  Thoreau.  14 
et  passim;  A  Thoreau  Handbook.  67; 
Thoreau 's  Library.  45 
HARMONY,  57-58 
HARPER  &  BROTHERS,  10,  14 
HARRIS,  THADDEUS  WILLIAM,  55-56 
HARTFORD,  Connecticut,  60,  64 
HARTFORD  POST.  87 
HARVARD  THEOLOGICAL  REVIEW.  21 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY,  53-54;  Corpor- 
ation votes,  55-56;  the  Library,  21- 
22;  Thoreau 's  library  privilege,  55; 
Memorials  of  the  Class  of  1837.  25; 
records  of  Thoreau' s  closest  friends, 
6 

HAWTHORNE,  NATHANIEL,  10 
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"HEALTH  AND  TEMPERANCE"  (Alcott) 

HIGHLANDERS,  62 

HIGHLANDS  of  Never sink,  9,  12 

HISTORY  OF  LOWELL  AND  ITS  PEOPLE 
(Coburn) 

HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BEDFORD 
(Brown) 

HOAR,  ELIZABETH,  10,  57-58 

HOAR,  JUDGE,  did  not  sit  in  the 
case  of  Maria  and  Jane  Thoreau  vs.  Pal- 
lies,  28,  32 

HOAR,  SARAH  SHERMAN,  57-58 

HOBART  &  ROBBINS,  35,  40,  48 

HOLLAND,  JOSIAH  GILBERT,  67 

HONEYSUCKLE,  9 

HOSMER,  EDMUND,  10 

HOTCHKISS  HALL,  Waterbury,  Conn., 
60,  62-64 

HUDSON,  12 

HUGUENOTS,  10 

HULME,  JAMES,  46 


INFLUENCE,  49,  52 
IRON  STOVES,  13 


JACKSON,  ANDREW,  66 

JAMES,  HENRY,  SR.,  9-10 

JARVIS,  EDWARD,  13 

JEALOUSY,  57-58 

JESUIT  RELATIONS  OF  CANADA  (McCoy) 

JOCELYN,  ALBERT  H.,  17 

JOCELYN,  NATHANIEL,  17 

JOCELYN,  SIMEON  B.,  JR.,  17 

"JOHN  GILPIN"  (Cowper) 

JOHN  STREET,  New  York  City,  17 

JOHN  THOREAU  &  COMPANY:   See  Thor- 
eau (John)  &  Company. 

JOHNSON,  SAMUEL:   Dictionary  of  the 
English  Language.  57-58 

JOHNSON  (L.)  &  CO'S  TYPE  FOUNDRY, 
21,  51 

JONES,  J.  P.,  19 

JONES,  JAMES  P.,  19 

JONES,  JACOB  0.,  19 

JONES  &  DENYSE,  19-20 

JORDAN,  PETER  A.,  21,  51 


KANSAS,  65 

KENDALL,  GEORGE  H.,  7 
KENDRICK,  GREEN,  67 
KENDUSKEAG,  Bank  of,  51 
KEPPELL,  LADY  CAROLINE,  58 
KILL  VAN  KULL,  9,  12 
KILLING LY,  Connecticut,  47 
KING,  THOMAS  STARR,  67 
KIRK  STREET,  Lowell,  46 


KIRK  STREET  CHURCH,  Lowell,  45 
KNICKERBOCKER.  THE.  10 
KNIGHT,  SILAS  P.,  14-15 


LADIES'  COMPANION.  THE.  10 

LAKE  GEORGE,  N.  Y.,  13 

LAKE  ISLAND  FARM,  10 

LAWRENCE  STREET,  Brooklyn,  14 

LECTURES:  their  significance  in 
Thoreau1 s  day,  61,  67 

LENG,  CHARLES  W. ,  Staten  Island  and 
its  People.  7 

LICENSE  LAWS,  52 

LIEBER,  FRANCIS,  13 

LINCOLN,  ABRAHAM,  65-66 

LINCOLN,  Massachusetts,  45 

LIQUOR,  5  2 

"LIST  OF  PERSONS  QUALIFIED  TO  VOTE 
IN  CONCORD" :   See  Concord. 

LOCKE,  ALBERT,  52 

LONG  ISLAND,  12 

LOOMIS,  EBEN  J.,  43 

LOWELL,  Massachusetts,  45-46,  52 

LOWELL  DAILY  JOURNAL  AND  COURIER. 


45 


45 


LOWELL  DIRECTORY  FOR  1859.  45 
LOWELL  WEEKLY  JOURNAL  AND  COURIER. 


LUCAS,  HENRY  A.,  40,  42 
LUCAS  BROS.,  40 
LYCEUM,  60,  67;  significance  in 
Thoreau' s  day,  61 


M 


McCOY ,  J .  C . ,  Jesuit  Relations  of 
Canada.  21 

MACHINERY,  friction  of,  13 

MacKELLAR,  THOMAS,  51 

McKENLEY,  JOHN,  45 

McPHETRES,  S.  A.,  45 

MAGILL,  S.  W.,  67 

MAINE,  6 

MANCHESTER,  Vermont,  16 

"MAN  AND  HIS  WORK"  (Chapin) 

MANN,  SAMUEL  H.,  52 

MARSH,  C,  62 

MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 
57,  59 

MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEER  MILITIA,  13 

MAULEY,  JOHN  R.,  38 

MELL,  MR.,  10 

MEMOIRS  OF... THE  SOCIAL  CIRCLE  IN 
CONCORD,  6 

"MEMORABILIA  OF  THOREAU 'S  CONCORD 
ACADEMY  FRIENDS"  (Cameron) 

MERRICK,  J.,  32 

MERRIMAC  STREET,  Lowell,  46 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY,  Massachusetts, 
13,  26 
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MIDDLESEX  WHIG.  52 
MILITIA,  Concord  Company  of,  13 
MILTON,  JOHN,  Paradise  Lost.  58 
MINCIUS,  10 
MINOTT,  GEORGE,  10 
MISSOURI  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY,  65 
MONROE,  FRANCIS,  16 
MONSTERS,  green-eyed,  58-59 
MORGAN  (PIERPONT)  LIBRARY,  53-54 
MORRIS,  IRA  K.,  Morris'  Memorial 
History  of  Staten  Island.  7 
MORSE,  NATHAN,  31 
" MOSS -BONKERS " ,  9 
MOUND  CITY,  Kansas,  65 
MUMFORD,  THOMAS  H.,  35 
MURRAY  PLACE,  Boston,  25,  28,  30-32 
MUSQUETAQUID  RIVER,  10 


N 


NARROWS,  THE,  7,  9,  12;  in  1838  and 
1850,  8 

NASSAU  STREET,  New  York  City,  16 

NATIONAL  ACADEMY  OF  DESIGN,  9 

NATIONAL  ANTI -SLAVERY  STANDARD.  19 

NAUTICAL  ALMANAC  OFFICE,  43 

NEBRASKA,  65 

NELSON,  ALBERT  HOBART,  6,  27,  52 

NEVERSINK,  9,  12 

NEW  ENGLAND:  its  solid  intellectual 
characteristics,  61 

NEW  ENGLAND  TYPE  &  STEREOTYPE  FOUN- 
DRY, 35,  48 

NEW  JERSEY,  12 

NEW  MIRROR.  THE.  10 

NEW  ORLEANS,  Louisiana,  7 

NEW  WORLD.  THE.  10 

NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y.,  14-20,  24, 
33,  60 

NEW  YORK  CITY  DIRECTORY.  20 

NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY:   See  Berg 
Collection. 

NEW-YORK  TYPE  FOUNDRY,  16 

NEWARK  BAY,  9,  12 

NICHOLAS,  Emperor,  64 

NOSE  BLEED,  57 

NULLIFICATION,  66 


OLD  TOWN,  Maine,  6 

OPERA,  61 

OPERETTA  of  the  Seasons,  60,  62 

ORANGE  COUNTY,  N.  Y.,  13 

ORATORS,  60 

ORIENTAL,  62 

ORROK,  DAVID,  25 

ORROK,  SARAH,  25,  28,  36 

0' SULLIVAN,  JOHN  L.,  10 

OTHELLO,  57-58 

OWEN,  WILLIAM  N.,  46 

OXFORD  STREET,  Brooklyn,  20 


PALFREY,  ELIZABETH  C,  39,  44 

PALFREY,  MARGARET  S.  [T?J,  39,  44 

PALFREY,  WILLIAM,  39,  44 

PALLIES,  ELIZA,  25-28,  32,  38 

PALMER,  W.  R.,  43 

PAPRILLON,  PETER,  26 

PARADISE  WITHIN  THE  REACH  OF  ALL 
MEN  (Etzler) 

PARTINGTON,  MRS.,  60,  63 

PATENTS,  16 

PAUL,  BENJAMIN,  52 

PEACHES,  9 

PEARL  STREET,  Boston,  22 

PELT,  VAN,  10 

PENCIL  MAKING,  13,  20-21 

"PERSONAL  INFLUENCE"  (Alcott) 

PERSONAL  LIBERTY  BILLS,  66 

PETER  THE  GREAT,  64 

PETERS,  CHARLES  J.,  13 

PHILADELPHIA,  Pennsylvania,  21,  35, 
51 

PHILLIPS,  WENDELL,  60,  67 

PIANOFORTE,  22 

PICTURESQUE,  10 

PIERPONT  MORGAN  LIBRARY,  53-54 

PINDAR,  10 

PLUMBAGO,  14-17,  20-21,  25,  35-36, 
40,  49-50 

PLUMBAGO  INDUSTRY  in  Massachusetts, 
13 

PLYMOUTH,  Massachusetts,  25 

POMFRET,  Connecticut,  47 

PREGNANCIES,  58 

PRINCE  STREET,  Boston,  26 

PRINTERS'  INSTRUCTOR.  41 

"PRIVATE  LIFE"  (Alcott) 

PROCTOR,  PHEBE,  52 

PROSTITUTE,  58 

PUBLIC  LANDS,  66 

"PUBLIC  SPIRIT"  (Alcott) 

PUFFER,  BRADLEY,  52 

PURITANS,  47 

PUTNAM'S  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE.  18 

Q 

QUAKER,  25 

QUARLES,  FRANCIS,  10 

QUINCY,  JOSIAH,  55 

R 

RAILINGS,  13 
RANNEY,  H.  A.,  27 
READER'S  HANDBOOK.  THE  (Brewer) 
RELATIONS  OF  THE  JESUITS.  21-22 
REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
COAST  SURVEY.  43 

REPUBLICANISM,  63 
RICE,  ANN  S.,  37 
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RICHMOND  COUNTY,  N.  Y.,  7 
RICHMOND  ROAD,  7 
RICKER,  CHARLES  P.,  45-46 
RIPLEY,  EZRA,  57,  59;  his  letter  of 
introduction  for  Henry  Thoreau,  55 
RIPLEY,  ROBERT,  37,  39 
ROBBINS,  JACK,  37 
ROBBINS,  LYDIA,  39 
ROBBINS,  SARAH,  39,  44 
"ROBIN  ADAIR",  58 
ROGER'S  ROCK,  13 
RUSSIA,  64 


SAHARA,  58 

SAILORS'  SNUG  HARBOR,  10 

ST.  MARGARET'S  SCHOOL,  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  47 

SAMPSON,  66 

SANBORN,  FRANKLIN  BENJAMIN,  43,  50, 
52-54;  host  to  Alcott's  conversations, 
49,    52 

SANDY    HOOK,    9-10,    12 

SANSOM  STREET,  Philadelphia,  51 

SAXE,  JOHN  GODFREY,  67 

SCAMANDER,  10 

SCHERMERHORN  STREET,  Brooklyn,  14 

SCRIPTURE,  18.  See  also  Bible. 

SCUDDER,  TOWNSEND:  Concord:  Ameri- 
can Town.  13 

SEA  BEACH,  9 

SEAMAN'S  RETREAT,  10 

SEASONS,  operetta  of  the,  62 

SECOND  CONGREGATIONAL  SOCIETY, 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  47 

SECOND  STREET,  Williamsburgh,  19 

SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  64 

SEEDS:  grass  s.  eaten  in  time  of 
scarcity,  19 

SELLEW,  MINERVA  K.,  37,  39,  44 

SELF-RELIANCE  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
47 

SENTIMENTS:  them's  my  s.,  12 

SEYMOUR,  THOMAS  H.,  Governor  of 
Connecticut,  60;  "Coronation  of  Alexan- 
der II,"  64 

SHAKESPEARE,  WILLIAM,  Othello.  57- 
59 

SHATTUCK,  GEORGE,  Boston  physician, 
59 

SHATTUCK  COLLECTION,  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  59 

SHAW,  GEORGE  H.  C,  13 

SHERBURNE,  Massachusetts,  52 

SHERWIN,  RICHARD,  26 

SHILLABER,  BENJAMIN  PENHALLOW,  60, 
63 

SHIPPING  in  the  Narrows,  8 

"SHOEMAKERS"  (Bowers) 

SIBLEY,  JOHN  LANGDON,  21 

SICILY,  19 

SINGING  SCHOOL,  61 
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SKINNER,  JOHN  F.,  52 

SLAVERY,  19,  65-66 

SMITH,  CAPTAIN,  9-10 

SMITH,  JOHN  F.,  51 

SMITH,  JOSEPH,  67 

SMITH,  P.  H.,  error  for  R.  H.  Smith, 


SMITH,  R.  H.,  14,  15,  17 

SMITH,  RICHARD,  51 

SMITH,  THOMAS  B.,  14-15,  17 

SMITH'S  HILL,  Concord,  Massachu- 
setts, 60 

SMITH'S  STEREOTYPE  FOUNDRY,  14 

"SNUGGERY,    THE",    7 

"SOCIAL   DEMOCRACY"    (Beecher) 

•SOJOURNER   in   tents,    5  8 

SONGSTER,  58 

SOUTH  FIFTH  STREET,  Brooklyn,  19 

SOUTH  STREET,  Lowell,  Mass.,  46 

SPARKS,  JARED,  55-56 

SPERRY,  C.  S.,  67 

SPINSTERS,  57 

SPIRITUALISTS:   two  societies  in 
Lowell,  Mass.,  45-46;  invite  Thoreau 
and  Emerson  to  address  them,  45 

SPRING  LANE,  Boston,  13 

STACY'S  BOOKSTORE,  Concord,  Mass., 
49,  52 

STANDARD,  THE,  19 

STAPLETON,  N.  Y.,  7 

STATE  STREET,  Boston,  22 

STATEN  ISLAND,  N.  Y.,  7ff. 

STATEN  ISLAND  AND  ITS  PEOPLE.  7 

STATEN  ISLAND  HISTORIAN.  7 

STEARNS,  GEORGE,  57 

STOCKWELL,  GEORGE,  37,  39,  44 

STONE,  ANDREW  LEETE,  67 

STONE,  Z.  E.,  46 

STONE  &  HUSE,  PUBLISHERS,  46 

STORRS,  RICHARD  SALTER,  67 

STUBBS,  JOSEPH,  42 

STURBRIDGE,  Massachusetts:   plumbago 
deposits,  13 

SUFFOLK  BANK,  Boston,  50 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY,  Massachusetts,  25- 
26,  28,  31,  38-39,  44 

SULIVAN,  THORN,  24 

SUMNER,  CHARLES,  66 

SUPERIOR  COURT,  25-26,  28,  37,  39, 
44 

SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  29,  31 

SURVEYING,  24 

SUSSEX  COUNTY,  N.  J.,  13 

SYLVESTER,  LUCRETIA,  37 


TARES   57 

TAYLOR,  JAMES  BAYARD,  48,  60-61,  67 

TELEGRAPH,  65 

"TEMPERANCE"  (Alcott) 

TEMPERANCE  MOVEMENT,  60 

TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY,  Concord,  57 
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THAMES  RIVER  (Connecticut),  11 

THEATER,  61 

THOREAU,  CYNTHIA,  7 

THOREAU,  HELEN  L.:  illness  described, 
59 

THOREAU,  HENRY  DAVID,  14-15,  17-18, 
20-21,  23-24,  35,  36,  40-42,  45,  49, 
51;  and  William  Emerson's  offer,  9;  as 
court  witness,  37,  39,  44;  lectures  be- 
fore the  Concord  Lyceum  on  "The  Wild," 
13;  receives  $50.00  for  a  lecture,  38; 
miscellaneous  envelopes  addressed  to 
him,  23,  25,  33;  his  first  publication, 
6;  his  friends  at  the  Concord  Academy, 
6;  his  expectations  in  New  York,  9; 
some  of  his  crotchets,  9;  a  check  list 
of  his  lectures,  13;  his  business  re- 
minders of  overdue  accounts,  16;  news- 
paper sketch  concerning  him,  45;  his 
Harvard  classmates,  58;  Emerson's  let- 
ter of  recommendation  in  his  behalf, 
54;  Ezra  Ripley's  letter  of  introduc- 
tion, 53;  his  library  privilege  at  Har- 
vard, 55;  reference  to  him  as  Harvard 
Freshman,  57;  why  he  disappointed  Wa- 
terbury,  Conn.,  60;  report  on  his  lec- 
ture in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  62;  Water- 
bury  *s  response  to  him,  65;  "Autumnal 
Tints,"  24-25,  62;  "Cape  Cod,"  18; 
"The  Dispersion  of  Seeds,"  22-23,  40, 
45,  47-48,  50-51;  "Holograph  Notes  on 
General  Phenomena,"  13;  "The  Landlord," 
10;  "Notes  on  Fruits,"  19,  33,  35,  38, 
40,  42-43,  50;  Walden,  or  Life  in  the 
Woods.  19,  62;  "Walking,"  13;  "A  Win- 
ter's Walk,"  10 

THOREAU,  JANE,  25,  36,  38 

THOREAU,  JOHN,  JR.,  57-58 

THOREAU,  JOHN,  SR.,  13-17,  19-21, 
24   33 

' THOREAU  (JOHN)  &  COMPANY,  14,  17 

THOREAU,  MARIA,  25,  27-28,  36,  38 

THOREAU  (MARIA  AND  JANE)  vs.  Eliza 
Pallies,  29,  31-32,  36-37,  39,  44 

THOREAU,  SOPHIA,  3  8-39,  59 

THOREAU  AND  HIS  HARVARD  CLASSMATES 
(Cameron) 

THOREAU  FAMILY,  59 

THOREAU  HANDBOOK.  A   (Harding) 

"THOREAU  ON  STATEN  ISLAND"  (Cosman) 

THOREAU 'S  LIBRARY  (Harding) 

TOPOGRAPHICAL  ENGINEERS,  43 

TORT,  26 

TOWN  AND  CITY  OF  WATERBURY  (Ander- 
son) 

T0WNSEND,  G.  L.,  67 

TRANSCENDENTAL  CLIMATE  (Cameron) 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,  43 

TREATISE  ON  PUNCTUATION  (Wilson) 

TRESPASS,  29 

TRITICA,  19 

TROW,  JOHN  F.,  20-21 


TROW'S  NEW  YORK  CITY  DIRECTORY.  20 
TUDOR,  FREDERIC,  50 
TULIP  TREES,  9 
TWISS,  REV.  MR.,  45 
TYPOGRAPHIA.  41 


U 


UNION:   apostrophe  to  the  U.,  63; 
preservation  of  the  U.,  66 

UNITARIANISM,  60 

UNITED  STATES  AND  DEMOCRATIC  REVIEW, 
10  " 

UNITED  STATES  COAST  AND  GEODETIC 
SURVEY,  43 

UNITED  STATES  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 
43 

UNIVERSITY  OF  VIRGINIA  LIBRARY,  6- 
7   18   21 

UNIVERSITY  PRESS,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
49 


VAN  PELT,  Mr.,  10 

VESPUCCI,  AMERIGO,  57-58 

VICTOR  EMANUEL,  65 

VINE  STREET,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  41 

VOSE,  HENRY:   Thoreau's  letter  to, 
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VOX  POPULI.  45-46 


W 


WADSW0RTH,  ALEXANDER,  28,  37,  39 
WALDEN  POND,  45 
"WALKING"  (Thoreau) 
WALL  STREET,  New  York  City,  12,  17 
WALSH,  WILLIAM  S.,  Handy-Book  of 
Literary  Curiosities.  58 
WANDELL,  PETER,  10 
WARD,  ARTEMAS,  62 
WARNER,  R.,  24 
WARNER,  RALPH,  24 
WARNER,  RICHARD,  24 
WARNER,  ROBERT,  2  4 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  66 
WASHINGTON  STREET,  Boston,  22 
WATERBURY,  Connecticut,  47-48;  re- 
ligious revival  in,  60;  why  Thoreau 
disappointed  that  city,  60 

WATERBURY  AMERICAN.  47,  60ff.,  67 
WATERBURY  BANK,  47 
WATERBURY  BUCKLE  COMPANY,  47 
WATERBURY  CLUB,  47 

WATERBURY  HOSPITAL  CORPORATION,  47 
WATERBURY  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION,  67 
WATERBURY  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY,  47 
WATERBURY  WATCH  COMPANY,  47 
WEATHER  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  61,  65 
WELCH,  BIGELOW  &  COMPANY,  42,  48-49 
WELLES  HALL,  Lowell,  45-46 
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WEST  BALTIMORE  STREET,  Baltimore,  40 

WESTERN  AND  PACIFIC  TELEGRAPH  COM- 
PANY, 65 

WESTCHESTER,  16 

WEYMOUTH  LANDING,  Mass.,  25 

"WHAT'S  THIS  DULL  TOWN  TO  ME?"  57-58 

WHEAT,  origin  of,  19 

WHEELER,  CHARLES  STEARNS,  57-58 

WHEILDON,  WILLIAM  W. ,  52 

WHIGS,  6;  county  convention  of,  52 

WHIPPEN,  GEORGE,  37,  39,  44 

WHITE,  CHARLES  T.,  17 

WHITE  &  COMPANY,  16-17 

"WILD,  THE"  (Thoreau) 

WILLIAM  STREET,  New  York  City,  14, 
17,  19 

WILLIAMS,  HENRY,  Memorials  of  the 
Class  of  1837  of  Harvard  University.  25 

WILLIAMS,  JOHN,  Bishop  of  Connecti- 
cut, 67 

WILLIAMSBURGH,  N.  Y.,  19 

WILLARD,  JOSEPH  A.,  27,  29 

WILLIS,  JOEL  FRANKLIN,  52 

WILSON,  H.,  20 

WILSON,  JOHN,  Treatise  on  Punctuation. 
41 


WISWELL,  DEXTER  W.,  37,  39,  44 

WOBURN,  Massachusetts,  57 

WOMEN,  5  7-58 

WOOD,  FERNANDO,  6  7 

WOODSTOCK  ACADEMY,  47 

WORCESTER,  Massachusetts,  13 

WORCESTER  COUNTY,  Mass.,  13 

"WORSHIP"  (Alcott) 

WORTHEN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  45 

WRIGHT,  CONRAD,  "Emerson,  Barzillai 
Frost,  and  the  Divinity  School  Address," 
21 


YEOMAN'S  GAZETTE.  52 

"YOUNG  AMERICA*  (Beecher) 

"YOUNG  HENRY  THOREAU  IN  THE  ANNALS 

OF  THE  CONCORD  ACADEMY  (1829-1833)" 

(Cameron) 

YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION, 

Waterbury,  Connecticut,  60,  64 

YOUNG  MEN'S  INSTITUTE,  Waterbury, 

Connecticut,  60-64,  67 


